
NOTICE/AGENDA

STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
LOS ANGELES OFFICE

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) MEETING

This meeting is being held via teleconference within the meaning of Government Code section 
11123.2. Members may be physically present at one or more teleconference locations. There may be 
members of the public body who are participating in today’s meeting that were granted a reasonable 
accommodation per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Accessible formats of all agenda and 
materials can be found online at www.scdd.ca.gov. 

MEETING LOCATION: 
SCDD LA Office 
411 N. Central Avenue, Suite 620 
Glendale, CA 91203 

JOIN BY ZOOM: 
https://tinyurl.com/5n7f5exv 
MEETING ID: 838-3564-9593 
PASSCODE: 123456 

JOIN BY TELECONFERENCE: 
CALL IN NUMBER: (669) 900-9128 
MEETING ID: 838-3564-9593   
PASSCODE: 123456 

Date: Monday, September 28,  2026 

Meeting Time: 4:30-6:00 p.m. 

Chair: Kathleen Barajas

Item 1. CALL TO ORDER 

Item 2.   ESTABLISH QUORUM   

Item 3. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/
https://tinyurl.com/5n7f5exv
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Item 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
This item is for members of the public to comment and/or present information to the 
Committee for items not on the agenda. Each person will be provided up to three 
minutes to speak.   Written requests, if any, will be considered first. 

  

Item 5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON MEETING MINUTES OF 
08/03/26   All 

Item 6. CHAIR REPORT 

  Kathleen Barajas, RAC Chair 

A. Discussion and Possible Action on LA Metro Accessibility Committee
B. Discussion and Possible Action on Disability Healthcare Summit
C. Discussion and Possible Action on Voting on November meeting date: 
23rd (4th week) or 16th (3rd week)
D. Share RAC/State Council recruitment fliers (attached)

  
Item 7. REGIONAL MANAGER REPORT 

  

DJ Tomko, SCDD Los Angeles Regional Manager

A. Discussion and Possible Action on SCDD Statewide and Local
Activities

a. Discussion and Possible Action on FIFA 2026, 2028 Olympics,
and the City of Los Angeles

b. Discussion and Possible Action on Self Determination Program
c. Discussion and Possible Action on Early Intervention
d. Discussion and Possible Action on Budget

  

  

Item 8. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SCDD COUNCIL REPORT 
Julie Gaona, Council Chair 

Item 9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON ACTIVITIES OF THE 

  

STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN) 
Wesley Witherspoon, RAC Member 

https://careereducation.gov.ca.gov/master-plan-engage/
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Item 10. MEMBER REPORTS 
All 

Item 11. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
All 

Item 12. ADJOURNMENT 

The agenda is also available at https://scdd.ca.gov/losangeles/. Pursuant to 
Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), individuals with disabilities who 
require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related meeting materials 
and/or auxiliary aids/services to participate in this meeting should contact DJ Tomko 
at the SCDD Los Angeles office at 916- 595-4675 or dennis.tomko@scdd.ca.gov no 
later than September 14th, 2026.
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DRAFT
SCDD LOS ANGELES 

REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(RAC) MINUTES August 3, 2026 

Members Attending 
Kathleen Barajas (SA) 
Lisa Davidson (FA) 
Vanessa Garcia (FA) 
Ellen Jannol (FA) 
Manisha Strait (FA) 
Wesley Witherspoon (SA) 

Members Absent
Jess Comer (FA) 
Alnita Dunn
Lourdes Gomez   
Elena Tiffany (SA) 
SCDD Staff Attending 
Dennis Tomko 
Patricia Jackson

Council Members Attending 
Cathay Liu
Nestor Nieves

Others Attending 
N/A

1. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Ellen Jannol called the meeting to order at 4:43pm

2. ESTABLISH QUORUM
A quorum was established.

3. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS
Conducted roll call for members.

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Public comment was received concerning Self Determination feedback, 
differences between co and sole employer model, and employer 
liability.

Public comment was also received from Laurel Benjamin, sharing 
information on a research study on the experiences of parents with 
developmental disabilities and the providers that support them
(including parents' Service Coordinators and children's Early Start 
providers). Eligible parents and providers can earn a $30 gift card for a 
one-time 45 minute Zoom interview. Laurel attached fliers with 
additional information.



5. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON MINUTES OF 6/1/2026 All 
Minutes were discussed and approved by all committee members in 
attendance (Kathleen Barajas, Lisa Davidson, Vanessa Garcia, Ellen Jannol, 
Manisha Straight, and Wesley Witherspoon) with a vote of yes.

6. CHAIR REPORT
A. Discussion and Possible Action on Committee Priorities

a. Priorities discussed were Self Determination Training and Rate 
Reforms. No formal action was taken.

B. Discussion and Possible Action on Voting Kathleen Barajas as new chair
a. All committee members in attendance (Kathleen Barajas, Lisa 

Davidson, Vanessa Garcia, Ellen Jannol, Manisha Straight, and Wesley 
Witherspoon) voted yes.

C. Discussion and Possible Action on Voting new meeting date
a. All committee members in attendance (Kathleen Barajas, Lisa 

Davidson, Vanessa Garcia, Ellen Jannol, Manisha Straight, and Wesley 
Witherspoon) agreed and voted yes on switching meeting dates to 
every other month on the last Monday of the month.

b. Next meeting will take place on Monday, September 28, 2026 from
4:30-6:00pm.

7. REGIONAL MANAGER REPORT
A. Discussion and Possible Action on SCDD Statewide and Local

Activities

a. Discussion and Possible Action on FIFA 2026, 2028 Olympics, and the 
City of Los Angeles

i. DJ Tomko provided updates on the activities SCDD is doing in 
coordination with the City and County of Los Angeles.

b. Discussion and Possible Action on Self Determination Program
i. DJ Tomko provided updates on changes to the Self Determination 

Program Orientation provided by SCDD.
c. Discussion and Possible Action on Early Intervention

i. DJ Tomko provided updates on Early Intervention.
d. Discussion and Possible Action on California Budget

i. DJ Tomko provided updates and analysis regarding the DDS 
Equitable Access to Intake and Services Proposal

8. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SCDD COUNCIL REPORT No 
report was provided.



9. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON ACTIVITIES OF THE STATEWIDE
SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK
Wesley Witherspoon, RAC Member, provided an update.

10. MEMBER REPORTS
Members and Council Members provided updates on their activities and those of
the community.

11. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Rate Reform was discussed, specifically a request for clarification on the
definition of excessive mileage.

12. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 5:35 pm.



ADDENDUM 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Vote #1 – Minutes 
Kathleen Barajas (SA)
Lisa Davidson (FA) 
Vanessa Garcia (FA) 
Ellen Jannol (FA) 
Manisha Strait (FA)
Wesley Witherspoon (SA) 

Members Absent
Jess Comer
Alnita Dunn
Lourdes Gomez
Elena Tiffany

Yes



ADDENDUM 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Vote #2 – New Chair 
Kathleen Barajas (SA) 
Lisa Davidson (FA) 
Vanessa Garcia (FA) 
Ellen Jannol (FA) 
Manisha Strait (FA) 
Wesley Witherspoon (SA) 

Members Absent
Jess Comer
Alnita Dunn
Lourdes Gomez
Elena Tiffany

Yes



ADDENDUM 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Vote #3 – New Meeting Date 
Kathleen Barajas (SA)         
Lisa Davidson (FA)       
Vanessa Garcia (FA)   
Ellen Jannol (FA)  
Manisha Strait (FA)  
Wesley Witherspoon (SA) 

Members Absent
Jess Comer
Alnita Dunn
Lourdes Gomez
Elena Tiffany

Yes



The “Council”, as we are known in the 
community, is committed to creating better 
lives for children and adults with 
developmental disabilities. 
 

As an independent state agency led by 31 
members appointed by the Governor, the 
Council should reflect the geographic and 
ethnic diversity of California. The Council 
promotes independent and productive lives 
by influencing public policy in areas such as 
education, employment, housing, inclusion 

and self-determination.  
 

You have two opportunities to be involved - 
on the Council itself, or on one of its 13 
regional advisory committees.  
 

If you are a person with a developmental 
disability or family member ready to change 
lives by improving the disabilities system, 
contact us for more information or 
complete the Outreach Application by going 
to:  http://goo.gl/forms/XeZDWlZWRa  

B E C O M E  A V O L U N T E E R  M E M B E R  W I T H  T H E  

C A L I F O R N I A S TAT E  C O U N C I L   

O N  D E V E L O P M E N TA L D I S A B I L I T I E S  

www.scdd.ca.gov                    council@scdd.ca.gov                    (866) 802-0514 

changinglives 

Why Join the Council? 

• Because you believe all children should have equal access to the best education possible  

• Because you believe that everyone should have the power to determine their own lives 

• Because you believe in the equality and inclusion of people with developmental disabilities 

• Because you believe that you can be a part of the change to improve the lives of people with  

   developmental disabilities and their families 

http://goo.gl/forms/XeZDWlZWRa
http://www.scdd.ca.gov
mailto:council@scdd.ca.gov?subject=I%20am%20interested%20on%20becoming%20a%20volunteer%20board/committee%20member
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/


www.scdd.ca.qov council@scdd.ca.qov (866) 802-0514

El Consejo, como se nos conoce en la 

comunidad, esta comprometido a crear una vida 

mejor para nifios y adultos con discapacidades 

del desarrollo. 

Como agencia estatal independiente dirigida por 

31 miembros nombrados por el gobernador, el 

Consejo debe reflejar la diversidad geografica y 

etnica de California. El Consejo promueve vidas 

independientes y productivas al influir en las 

polfticas publicas en areas como la educaci6n, el 

empleo, la vivienda, la inclusion y la 

autodeterminaci6n. 

Usted tiene dos oportunidades para participar: 

en el propio Consejo o en uno de sus 13 

comites asesores regionales. 

Si usted es una persona con una discapacidad 

del desarrollo o un familiar que desea cambiar 

vidas mejorando el sistema de servicios para 

personas con discapacidades, comunfquese 

con nosotros para obtener mas informaci6n o 

complete la Solicitud de Participaci6n 

Comunitaria en: 

http:ljgoo.ql/forms/XeZDWIZWRa 

,Por que unirse al Consejo? 

• Porque cree que todos los niiios deben tener el mismo acceso a la mejor educaci6n posible.

• Porque cree que todas las personas deben tener el poder de decidir sobre su propia vida.

• Porque cree en la igualdad y la inclusion de las personas con discapacidades del desarrollo.

• Porque cree que puede ser parte del cambio para mejorar la vida de las personas con 
discapacidades del desarrollo y sus familias.

Cambiandovidas 
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