
NOTICE/AGENDA
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

STATEWIDE SELF-DETERMINATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

This meeting is being held via teleconference within the meaning of Government Code Section 11123.2. 
Members may be physically present at one or more teleconference locations. There may be members of 
the public body who are participating in today’s meeting that were granted a reasonable accommodation 
per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Accessible formats of all agenda and materials can be 
found online at www.scdd.ca.gov  

PHYSICAL LOCATION: 
SCDD Los Angeles Regional Office 
411 N. Central Avenue, Ste. 620 
Glendale, CA 91203 

JOIN BY TELECONFERENCE: 
Call-In Number: (669) 444-9171 
or (877) 853-5257 
Meeting ID: 840 6018 1132 

JOIN VIA ZOOM: SSDAC.DECEMBER.2025 
Meeting ID:  840 6018 1132 
Password: 533403 

DATE: December 2, 2025 

TIME: 10:30 AM – 3:00 PM 

COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS: Nestor Nieves & Rick Wood 

Item 1. CALL TO ORDER 

Item 2. ESTABLISH QUORUM 

Item 3. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Item 4. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 2025 MINUTES  Page 3 
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240SB544
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84060181132?pwd=9ChRBqc8SH96hFYnlbrftWd7SVLbQv.1


 
Accessibility: 
Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), individuals with disabilities who 
require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related meeting materials and/or auxiliary 
aids/services to participate in this meeting should contact (916) 263-7919.  Requests must be 
received by 5 business days prior to the meeting. All times indicated and the order of business are 
approximate and subject to change. 
 

Item 5.  CO-CHAIR REPORT TO SSDAC 
Presented by Rick Wood & Nestor Nieves 

Page 10 

Item 6.  DDS UPDATES 
Invited: Marlene Morales & Cynthia Salomon-Ponce 
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Item 7.  SELF-DETERMINATION PROGRAM WAIVER OVERVIEW 
DDS 
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Item 8.  SCDD UPDATES  
Presented by Aaron Carruthers 

Page 13 

Item 9.  PUBLIC COMMENTS  
This item is for members of the public to provide comments and/or 
present information to this body on matters not listed on the agenda. 
There will be up to 20 minutes allocated to hear from the public with each 
person allotted up to 3 minutes to comment.  
 
Additionally, there will be up to 10 minutes allocated to hear from the 
public on each agenda item, with each person allotted up to 1 minute to 
comment. 
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Item 10.  NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 
February 17th  
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December 2, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 4. 
ACTION ITEM 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – SSDAC  
 
Approval of September 2025 Minutes 
Committee members will review and approve the meeting minutes from the 
September 2025 meeting. 
 
 
 
Action Recommended 
Approve the September 9, 2025, meeting minutes. 
 
Attachment 
September 9, 2025, Meeting Minutes 
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DRAFT  

 Statewide Self-Determination Advisory Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

September 9, 2025 
 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Co-Chair Rick Wood (FA) called the meeting to order at 10:33 A.M. 
 

2. ESTABLISH QUORUM 
A quorum was established. 
 

Attending Members Absent Members  Others Attending Others Attending 
Aminah Abdul-Hakim 
(IRC) 
Beth Martinko (RCOC) 
Charles Nutt (FNRC) 
Chris Miller (RCRC) 
Deaka McClain (HRC) 
Debby Hight (NBRC) 
Francine Soto (SGPRC) 
Jennifer Walsh (GGRC) 
Joyce Clark (SDRC) 
Kavita Sreedhar (SARC) 
Lisa Cooley (ACRC) 
Kenneth Huntley 
(VMRC) 
Lori Walker (NLACRC) 
Nestor Nieves (Co-
Chair) 
Pierre Landry (FDLRC) 
Rick Wood (KRC) 
Vanessa Garcia (WRC) 
Vi Ibarra (RCEB) 
Yougeng Sun (ELARC) 
 
 
 
 

Ellen Hunt (TCRC) 
Emma Villa (CVRV) 
Sherry Alvarez 
(SCLARC) 
 

Aaron Carruthers 
Albert Feliciano 
Alejandra Rivera 
Ariela Gross 
Austin Murphy 
Beth Hurn 
Caitlin Kantor 
Carine Jeronne 
Carolina Vargas 
Charles Nguyen 
Chris Arroyo 
Christine Tolbert 
Claudia Wenger 
Cynthia Salomon-
Ponce 
Daniel Fortune 
David Delgado 
David Forderer 
Dena Hernandez 
Donell Hill 
Faviola Valencia 
Felicia Ford 
Gabriela Ceja 
Glynda Giver 
Jan Opsvig  

Jekora Robinson 
Jennifer Lucas 
Judy Mark 
Julie LaRose 
Kayley Proenza 
Kelsey Hooge 
Kristianna Moralls 
Kristiana Grubbs 
Lauren Walker 
Leslie Koffi 
Liz Guho-Johnson 
Lourdes Gomez 
Marlene Morales 
Melissa Meira Amster 
Mirela Bere  
Miriam Erberich 
Mozh Akbari 
Naomi Hagel 
Robin Maitino-Erben 
Sheila Jordan Jones 
Thao Tran 
Vivian David-Nicolas 
Zora Ngai 
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3. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS 
Members and others in attendance introduced themselves as indicated.  

 
4. APPROVAL OF THE JUNE 2025 MEETING MINUTES 

It was moved/seconded (Nutt [SA]/Hight [FA]) and carried to approve the June 
2025 meeting minutes as presented (Motion passed by acclimation with an 
abstention from Charles Nutt).  

 
5. CO-CHAIR REPORT TO SSDAC 

Co-Chairs Nestor Nieves and Rick Wood provided members with updates on 
SSDAC leadership and Workgroup activities since the June meeting.  
 
Resource Guide 
SSDAC Co-Chairs introduced the new SSDAC Member Resource Guide. This 
guide will be distributed to all members and used to on board new SSDAC 
members.  
 
Service Coordinator Training 
Members were given a copy of the letter sent to DDS regarding service 
coordinator training. The Co-Chairs drafted this letter on behalf of the 
Committee in response to the Committee’s concerns on the lack of clarity on 
the role of Local Self-Determination Advisory Committees’ (LVAC) in the 
training of regional center Service Coordinators. 
 
Best Practices Platform 
Members were also informed about updates to the SSDAC Best Practices 
Platform and efforts to track the progress of SSDAC recommendations to DDS.  
 
These meeting handouts can be found at the following links: 

 
• New Member Orientation Resource  
• Service Coordinator Training Letter and Report 
• Best Practices Platform Updates 
• SSDAC Recommendation Tracking 

 
6. SCDD UPDATES 

SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers provided an update on a number of  
SCDD activities, including improved data collection and updates to curriculum 
for SDP Orientation trainings, the SCDD state plan, Medicaid and more.  
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https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/SSDAC.Member.Resource.Guidefinal.draft-Sept.8.2025.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/SSDAC-Service-Coordinator-Training-Letter-Report.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/Sept-2025-BPP-Updates-Final-9.5.2025.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/Recommendation.tracking.Draftpdf.pdf
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SDP Orientation 
As of July 2025, SCDD has provided SDP Orientation training to over 10,000 
participants and continues to receive great feedback from the community. 
SCDD has also partnered with community organizations to make dedicated 
language Orientation sessions more successful and provided training to the 
SDP Unit and Managers at Westside Regional Center.  
 
Medicaid 
With the passage of House Resolution 1, SCDD’s Medicaid training efforts have 
begun to focus on training advocates on how to engage in systemic change, 
including how to testify, joining boards/committees, how the legislative and 
budget process work, and how to find advocacy opportunities. 
 
Authorized Representation 
SCDD has also responded to community interest in authorized representation, 
which allows SCDD to appoint an individual to support a person with I/DD in 
situations of family separation, health challenges, or any other situation that 
may leave them without someone to help advocate for their needs.  
 
Please see SCDD’s Online Portal to request authorized representation.  
 
SCDD’s full presentation can be found at the following link: 
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/6.-SCDD-SSDAC-
PPT-FINAL.pdf  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Judy Mark with Disability Voices United thanked SCDD for the report and asked 
if smaller modules can be considered so that people don’t get overwhelmed by 
the amount of information. SCDD confirmed that shorter and more targeted 
modules are in development. 

 
K. Sandoval suggested visual supports in the orientation and stated that self-
advocates and consumers have amazing skills that can facilitate animation for 
the orientation. 
 
Independent Facilitation (screen name) provided the following link to animated 
educational videos in the chat: 
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL53cWQ4zC2aKG0ZsfLwd8my0uJ815oTrX&
feature=shared  
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https://scdd.sjc1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_2bkVVKajYOTdyrI
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/6.-SCDD-SSDAC-PPT-FINAL.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/6.-SCDD-SSDAC-PPT-FINAL.pdf
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL53cWQ4zC2aKG0ZsfLwd8my0uJ815oTrX&feature=shared
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PL53cWQ4zC2aKG0ZsfLwd8my0uJ815oTrX&feature=shared


 Page 4 

 
7. DDS UPDATES AND COLLABORATION DISCUSSION 

Department of Developmental Services, Self-Determination Program Manager, 
Marlene Morales and Ombudsperson, Cynthia Salomon-Ponce provided 
members with brief report, including updates on SDP enrollment and Ombuds 
data and upcoming areas of focus. DDS presentations can be found at the links 
below: 
 

• DDS SDP Update Presentation 
• Office of the Self-Determination Ombudsperson Presentation 

 
Committee members then engaged in a targeted discussion that focused on 
what members would like DDS to report on and share at future meetings. Below 
is a summary of issues raised by members:  

 
• Concerns about increased scrutiny for participants with larger budgets 
• Requests for DDS support when regional centers do not follow, or 

misinterpret, directives. 
• Increases in (and ongoing) delays in processing spending plan changes 
• Gaps in POS authorizations that leave participants without supports and 

services that impact their health and safety 
• Desire for a directive to help regional centers avoid service delays in 

response to staff turnover  
• Support for transparency to ensure widespread understanding of 

traditional service definitions and criteria 
• Service Coordinator caseloads, and the need for recruitment and 

retention efforts 
• Tracking data on the effectiveness of regional center SDP units 
• Tracking data related to spending plan updates and renewals 

 
DDS took note of these questions, requests and concerns and will follow up 
to address them directly at a future SSDAC meeting.  

 
8. SSDAC GOALS AND PRIORITIES DISCUSSION 

Members held an open discussion about the goals and priorities that they would 
like the SSDAC to address over the next two years. Members were encouraged 
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https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/7.-DDS-SSDAC-Presentation-September-2025.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/09/7.-DDS.Ombuds.SSDAC-Sept-2025-.pdf
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to provide input on strategies and projects the Committee can engage in to 
accomplish its goals. Suggested priorities included, but were not limited to: 

 
• Making LVAC meetings more accessible to the public and expanding 

LVAC recruitment  
• Working with DDS on directives to ensure that they are clear, 

understandable, and effective. 
• Reviewing outcomes of DDS Service and Equity Grants to learn how to 

reduce disparities 
• Increasing collaboration and sharing of resources and materials among 

LVACs 
• Publicizing the micro-enterprises that have grown through the SDP 

 
Staff will synthesize information from this discussion and provide it to the 
SSDAC Workgroup for analysis and determination of next steps. 

 
9. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Judy Mark with Disability Voices United (DVU) reminded members to join SDP 
connect meetings and informed them that DVU is hosting SDP and Supported 
Decision Making conferences in Oakland in September, and in Los Angeles on 
November 19th. She provided registration links for the events in the chat.  
 
“Iphone” left the following comment in the chat: “there is an increase 
expectation from some Regional Center to mirror exactly what is in the certified 
budget into the SP, which takes away the whole purpose of freedom and 
authority.” 
 
Liz Guho-Johnson, member of the Tri Counties Regional Center Local 
Volunteer Advisory Committee and parent to an adult SDP participant 
expressed support for the committee’s work and informed the committee that 
the DDS Livescan and documentation process is causing months-long delays in 
onboarding new employees. She stated that they have lost three employees in 
the process, and that the timeline is unrealistic for participants and employees. 
She stated that she is interested in serving on a committee to evaluate the 
onboarding process with FMS and DDS. She expressed that SDP has been life 
changing for her family and her daughter and that she is grateful for it. 
 
David Forderer offered to act as a volunteer to help with communication 
between the Committee and the Department. 
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Kayley Proenza with Disability Voices United provided the link for the SDP 
LVAC Collaborative, which is held on the first Tuesday of every month from 
6:00pm-7:30pm. These are not public meetings and are open to current SDP 
Local Volunteer Advisory Committee Members only. 
 
Rosie Lasca with the Independent Facilitator Training Academy provided her 
email address (rosie@iftrainingacademy.com) in the chat, along with links to 
their website and a free E-workbook for the SDP. 

 
10. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 

The next meeting will be held via Zoom on December 2nd. The meeting was 
adjourned at 3:13 P.M.  
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mailto:rosie@iftrainingacademy.com
http://www.iftrainingacademy.com/
https://tinyurl.com/IFTA-SDPPackage


December 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5.  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – SSDAC 
 
Co-Chair Report to SSDAC 
Co-Chairs Rick Wood and Nestor Nieves will provide a report on SSDAC-related 
activities that have taken place since the September 2025 meeting.  
 
The report will include updates on the Committee’s priorities, workgroup 
activities, SSDAC deliverables, and more.  
 
 
Attachment(s) 
None. 
 
Handout(s) 
Handouts will be distributed prior to the meeting.  
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December 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6.  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – SSDAC 
 
DDS Updates 
DDS will provide an update on items from the SSDAC tracking list. This list was 
created to track progress and outcomes on implementation issues and/or 
recommendations raised during various SSDAC meetings and townhalls. Many 
of these items have also been included in reports to the Department over the 
years.  
 
DDS will also share updates on other SDP-related activities, including emerging 
issues, data trends, and additional program developments. 
 
Following the program updates, the Ombuds Office will present its report. 
 
 
Attachments 
None. 
 

Handouts 
Handouts will be distributed prior to the meeting.   

11



December 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7.  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – SSDAC 
 
Self-Determination Program Waiver Overview 
In February 2026, SSDAC members will host a townhall to gather input for the 
renewal of the Self-Determination Program Waiver (Waiver). 
 
In preparation for this, DDS will provide an overview of the purpose of the 
Waiver, why it’s important and the part the public plays in the process.  
 
Additional Background 
The Self-Determination Program Waiver is the process that the Department of 
Developmental Services uses to get funding to support the Self-Determination 
Program. The waiver is submitted to the federal Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS) and must be renewed every five years. 
 
As part of this process, the Department is required to seek feedback from the 
community prior to submitting the renewal application. The purpose of this 
agenda item is to provide background information and context that will prepare 
the Committee and attending members of the SDP community to provide their 
feedback/input at the February Town Hall meeting. 
 
Attachments 
None. 

 

Handouts 
Handouts will be distributed prior to the meeting  
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December 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8.  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – SSDAC 
 
SCDD Update 
Executive Director Aaron Carruthers will provide members with a report on 
SDP-related activities the Council is engaging in. This report will also include 
updates on SCDD’s State Plan Development Survey and annual Program 
Performance Report to the federal government.  
 
Attachments 
None. 

 

Handouts 
Handouts will be distributed prior to the meeting  
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December 2, 2025 
 
AGENDA ITEM 9.  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES – SSDAC 
 
Public Comments 
This item is for members of the public to provide comments and/or present 
information to this body on matters not listed on the agenda. There will be up to 
20 minutes allocated to hear from the public with each person allotted up to 3 
minutes to comment.  
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