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Sequoia Regional Office of the State Council on Developmental Disabilities
Regional Advisory Committee Minutes

January 8, 2025 - Zoom

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT

Rebecca Donabed, Michael Esquibel, Matt Gjerde, Sherry Huggins, Lisajo Narcisse, Susan Wells

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT

Jim Becker (A), Nicole Renee Mensch (A), Thao Tran (A)

STAFF PRESENT:

Yolanda Cruz, Regional Manager
Veronica Magallanes, CPS Il
Heather Kroencke, Office Technician

GENERAL BUSINESS:

Heather Kroenkce facilitated the online meeting. The meeting was called to order at 10:10 a.m.
Michael Esquibel welcomed everyone to the January 8, 2025, Regional Advisory Online Meeting.

The official roll call was conducted by Heather Kroencke and there was a quorum.

Heather asked if there were any proposed additions/changes to the January 8, 2025, agenda as
e-mailed.

M/S/C to approve the January 8, 2025, Agenda as emailed.

Heather asked if there were any proposed additions/changes to the November 13, 2024, Minutes
as e-mailed.

M/S/C to approve the November 13, 2024, Minutes as emailed.

“The Council advocates, promotes & implements policies and practices that achieve self-determination, independence,
productivity & inclusion in all aspects of community life for Californians with developmental disabilities and their families."



PUBLIC COMMENT:
Rebecca Donabed shared about the upcoming Winter Symposium being held on Zoom on February 18t
and 19" from 10am-11am.

Susan Graham of HEARTS Connection reported that they served 1700 individuals during their
2023/2024 year.

Monica Becerra introduced herself, she is a CVRC client and works for ARC. She updated the RAC on
the Aktion Clubs dance happening on January 24", They are also planning to do Candy Grams in
February and will have a Lanterman Committee to address the changes for 2025.

Perla Elizarraraz De Leon introduced herself. She has a 3 year old daughter who is in Pre-K in
Bakersfield and has Down Syndrome. She also has an 8 yr old son, as well as a 12, 23, 24 and 29 year
old daughters.

NEW BUISNESS:
Yolanda Cruz asked if any members had any Advocacy Requests. No one had any ideas readily
available so she asked everyone to think about it and let her know if they did.

STAFF REPORT:

Yolanda Cruz’s updated that we are still working with Ally Comprehensive services to put on needed
trainings. We are also continuing to work with Mariposa SAFE. If anyone knows of other community
partners that would like us to do trainings please refer them our way. Yolanda has also continued with
the LD37 Training at the Police Academy and the CIT in which she trained 250 Officers in Salinas. She
also talked about the upcoming 2025 CIT Conferences. Lastly, Yolanda announced we are partnering
with CVRC in their Second Annual Conference. It will span three days, with a day for Professionals, one
for Staff and one for Self-Advocates, including a dance! More info will be shared once available.

Veronica Magallanes reported that the Healthy Relationships trainings have been well received and are
continuing. In March there will be sessions for Young Adult Self-Advocates. She is also looking for
connections to Self-Advocate Groups and Transition Age Groups as well as the College programs such
as Lemoore College, Wayfinders at Fresno State and Taft. She has also scheduled an in-person training
in partnership with HEARTS Connection and Exceptional Family Center in Bakersfield in February and
March. Veronica will also be assisting with the Guiding Special Needs Children in Spanish with Ally
Comprehensive Services in February and March. Lastly a reminder that the Project SAFE group is
always looking for additional members to join. They meet on the last Friday of the month from 1:00-
2:30pm.

CENTRAL VALLEY REGIONAL CENTER UPDATE:

Janelle Ditommaso from CVRC joined the meeting. She updated the RAC that CVRC has put out an
RFP for programs in Mariposa. She also gave some information on the upcoming October Conference.
They are excited to announce that Dr. Anthony Ash will be in attendance and they are working on
Finance, Advocacy and Relationships as focuses for break out sessions for Self-Advocates.



PORTERVILLE DEVELOPMENTAL CENTER UPDATE:

Judi Muirhead updated the RAC about the current goings on at PDC. Their Clinical Director is retiring at
the end of January so there will be some changes with new Administration. At Fairview Developmental
Center they are renovating some of the units for other entities much as PDC has done. They have also
talked about creating more STAR Units (Stabilization, Training, Assessment and Reintegration).
Currently there are 2 STAR Units at Sonoma, 2 in Springville and 2 open at Fairview with 2 more
planned. Another update is that 6500 placements have not had any community outings since COVID.
They are transitioning them back into place. 1370 Court Placements do not have access to those
community options.

ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:22 a.m.

GUESTS - Susan Graham, Perla Elizarraraz De Leon, Janelle Ditommaso, Jazmin Ledezma and
Monica Becerra.



