
 NOTICE/AGENDA 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

This meeting is being held via teleconference within the meaning of Government 
Code section 11123.2. Members may be physically present at one or more 
teleconference locations. There may be members of the public body who are 
participating in today’s meeting that were granted a reasonable accommodation 
per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Accessible formats of all agenda 
and materials can be found online www.scdd.ca.gov. 

Physical Location 

SCDD Los Angeles Regional Office  
411 N. Central Avenue, Suite 620 
Glendale, CA 91203    
                

Join by Zoom:  
https://bit.ly/SCDDNov2025SAAC  

TELECONFERENCE: (669) 900-9128 
MEETING ID: 810 9756 8847 
MEETING PASSWORD: 592122

STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING  

POSTED AT: www.scdd.ca.gov  

DATE:  November 17, 2025 

TIME: 1:30 P.M. to 4:30 P.M.  

COMMITTEE CHAIR:       Kara Ponton   

Item 1. CALL TO ORDER                          

Item 2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS           

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/
https://bit.ly/SCDDNov2025SAAC
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/


Item 3. ESTABLISH QUORUM              

Item 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS                                  
 This item is for members of the public to provide comments 

and/or present information to the Committee on matters not 
on the agenda. Each person will be given up to three (3) 
minutes to speak.  

 Additionally, up to five (5) minutes will be set aside to give 
members of the public the opportunity to comment on each 
agenda item, with each person being allowed up to one (1) 
minute to speak. 

Item 5. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2025, MINUTES   Page 5    
 

         

Item 6. REVIEW OF COUNCIL BUSINESS                Page 11   
             

A. SCDD Agency Updates 
B. Statewide Updates  
C. National Updates  

ITEMS RELATED TO COUNCIL BUSINESS ARE INCLUDED IN THE COUNCIL 
PACKET  

  



Item 7.    STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN)  
SCDD REPRESENTATIVE           Page 13   

 Presented by: Rebecca Donabed, SSAN Chair and 
        Riana Hardin, SCDD Self-Advocacy Coordinator  

Item 8. REFLECTIONS ON SAAC IMPACT IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

A. Committee Overview         Page 33 
B. Local and Statewide Impact 

 

Item 9. SERVICE DELIVERY CODE WEBSITE PROJECT    
Presented by: SCDD STAFF 

Item 10.  NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES UPDATE      
 
            

Item 11.  ADJOURNMENT              
     

 Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 20, 2026                           
  



Accessibility  

Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), Individuals with 
disabilities who require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related 
meeting materials and/or auxiliary aids/services to participate in this meeting should 
contact Riana Hardin at (916) 263-8196 or Riana.Hardin@scdd.ca.gov. Please 
provide at least 5 business days prior to the meeting to allow adequate time to 
respond to all requests.   

All times indicated and the order of business are approximate and subject 
to change.   

mailto:Riana.Hardin@scdd.ca.gov


NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 5. 
ACTION ITEM 

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

Approval of September 29, 2025 Minutes 

The draft minutes from the September 29, 2025, SAAC meeting are included in 
the November meeting packet for your review. Committee members will have 
the chance to vote on approving the minutes and to suggest changes. 

Action Recommended 

Approve the September 29, 2025, SAAC Minutes 

Attachment 

• September 29, 2025, SAAC Minutes
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DRAFT 

Legend: 
SA = Self-Advocate 
FA = Family Advocate Page 1 

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) MEETING 
MINUTES 

September 29, 2025

Members Present 

Julie Gaona (SA)  
Julio Garnica (SA) 
Sonia Jones (SA) 
Nestor Nieves (SA) 
Kara Ponton (SA)  

Members Absent 

Nicole Adler (SA) 
Rosie Ryan (SA) 

Others Attending 

Aaron Carruthers 
Riana Hardin 
Dena Hernandez 
Brian Hoang  
Barbara Imle 
Robin Maitino-Erben 
Austin Murphy 
Charles Nguyen 
DJ Tomko 

1. CALL TO ORDER

Before the meeting was called to order, Council Chair Julie Gaona
designated Kara Ponton to serve as the Committee Chair Pro Tem for
the September and November meetings. Committee Chair Pro Tem
Kara Ponton called the meeting to order at 1:30 PM.

2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Members introduced themselves by sharing their favorite part of the fall
season.
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DRAFT 

Legend: 
SA = Self-Advocate 
FA = Family Advocate Page 2 

3. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

A quorum was established.

4. REFLECTING ON THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF FORMER SAAC
CHAIR ERIC YBARRA

Council Chair Gaona led the Committee in a touching tribute honoring
the memory of Councilmember Eric Ybarra. The presentation highlighted
the profound impact he made as a dedicated advocate, beloved leader,
and valued member of the community. Eric’s many accomplishments
included years of service with the Self-Advocacy Council 6 (SAC 6), San
Joaquin People First, Valley Mountain Regional Center Board, Disability
Rights California Board, and the North Valley Hills (NVH) Regional
Advisory Committee (RAC). Eric was appointed to serve as an At-Large
member of the SCDD Council in March 2022. Eric began serving as
Chair of the Self-Advocacy Advisory Committee (SAAC) in November
2023 and was formally appointed as the Committee Chair in January
2024.
Councilmembers and staff shared personal memories and heartfelt
messages from the community that celebrated Eric’s warmth,
compassion, and dedication to others. They also remembered his love
for life’s simple joys, including holidays, his cats, and cheering for the
Raiders. The tribute ended with an invitation to attend Eric’s memorial
service on November 11 and was followed by a moment of silence to
honor his life, legacy, and the lasting impact he leaves behind.

5. PUBLIC COMMENTS

There was no public comment.
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DRAFT 

Legend: 
SA = Self-Advocate 
FA = Family Advocate Page 3 

6. APPROVAL OF July 21, 2025, MINUTES

Members reviewed the minutes from the July 21, 2025, meeting. The
minutes can be found on page 7 of the September 2025 SAAC meeting
packet.

ACTION 1
It was moved and seconded (Gaona [SA]/Garnica [SA]) and carried to
approve the July 21, 2025 minutes as presented. All members present
voted in favor of the motion, and it passed. 

7. REVIEW OF COUNCIL BUSINESS

SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers provided the committee with
a detailed update on agency-wide, statewide, and national efforts and
projects. Updates included efforts to develop the next state plan and
gather feedback from the community about the agency’s focus for the
next five (5) years. Executive Director Carruthers has been traveling
throughout the state to visit Councilmembers in their communities.

8. STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN) REPORT

Riana Hardin, SCDD Self-Advocacy Coordinator, provided members
with a summary of the September SSAN meeting. The September
SSAN meeting was held over Zoom on September 3 and 4. A full
summary of the meeting is included in the September SAAC and
Council packets.
Members discussed the need for a new SCDD representative to SSAN
since Councilmember Ryan’s term on the Council is ending.

ACTION 2
It was moved by Ponton [SA] and seconded by Jones [SA]) and carried
to table the vote on the SCDD SSAN Representative until the November
meeting. All members present voted in favor of the motion, and it
passed. 
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DRAFT 

Legend: 
SA = Self-Advocate 
FA = Family Advocate Page 4 

9. NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES (LLE) UPDATE

Riana Hardin, SCDD Self-Advocacy Coordinator, provided members
with an update on the National Association of Councils on
Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) LLE Committee meeting held
September 9, 2025. The meeting included a recap of the first network-
wide informal chat space. The Committee is developing an electronic
form to collect stories about a wide variety of issues that affect the lives
of leaders with lived experiences. The LLE Committee is collaborating
with the Public Policy Committee to create a resource that highlights the
importance of accessible voting options for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities (I/DD). Information about the next meeting will
be shared with committee members when it becomes available.

10. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 2:49 P.M.
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 6. 
INFORMATION ITEM 

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

Review of Council Business 

State Council on Developmental Disabilities staff will review Council business 
with the Committee. This item may include: 

A. SCDD Agency Updates

B. Statewide Updates

C. National Updates

Materials related to this agenda item can be found in the Council packet. 
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 7. 
ACTION ITEM 

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

Statewide Self-Advocacy Network (SSAN) Representative 

4 E of Section 2 of the Council Bylaws gives SAAC the authority to nominate 

the SCDD Representative to the Statewide Self-Advocacy Network (SSAN). 

SSAN is a Council project that began in 2012 and has members from across 

California. Members include representatives from each of the twelve regional 

office areas, a representative from each of the three (3) California UCEDDs, 

and disability-centered departments and organizations.   

SAAC members will have the opportunity to vote on who will be the next SCDD 

representative to SSAN. Please keep in mind that the Councilmember filling 

this role should have more than one year left on their term as a 

Councilmember.   

Attachments 

• SSAN Recruitment Flyer

• September SSAN Recruitment
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Statewide Self-Advocacy Network 

Mission Statement: 
The Statewide Self-Advocacy Network (SSAN) promotes leadership and builds 

bridges that strengthen advocacy in disability communities by focusing on 

policy change.

Who We Are: 
Established in 2012, the Statewide Self–Advocacy Network (SSAN) is a cross-

disability network of self-advocates from across California that represent:

• 12 State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) regional offices
• Association of Regional Center Agencies (ARCA)
• California Foundation for Independent Living Centers (CFILC)
• Disability Organizing (DO) Network
• YO! Disabled and Proud (Youth Organizing Disabled and Proud)
• Department of Developmental Services (DDS)
• Disability Rights California (DRC)
• University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs:

USC Children’s Hospital; UCLA Tarjan Center; and UCD M.I.N.D. Institute)

What We Do: 

• Develop knowledge and skills needed to make a difference
• Speak up for all people with disabilities
• Learn about and advocate for important issues
• Support regional and statewide advocacy groups and networks
• Train advocates to help the self-advocacy movement in California grow
• Share information about helpful resources, programs, and supports

15



Statewide Self–Advocacy Network 

Joining SSAN Can Empower You To: 

• Build lasting friendships
• Learn from advocates across the state
• Develop and strengthen leadership skills
• Grow as an individual
• Address access barriers that affecyour life
• Connect with services, support, and resources
• Add leadership experience to your resume

Member Responsibilities: 

• Share information with other SSAN members
• Conduct outreach in the community
• Be a resource for local advocacy groups
• Provide information to local communities
• Promote legislative and policy change
• Provide support and training to local self-advocacy groups
• Participate in SSAN workgroup meetings

SSAN Workgroups: 

• Promotional Outreach and Organizing Materials (POOM): Meets in-between
SSAN meetings to review and edit articles for the SSAN Newsletter, tip
sheets, and other SSAN materials.

• Self-Advocacy and Virtual Engagement (SAVE): Meets in-between SSAN
meetings to plan zoom based outreach events (webinars).

For more information, check out www.scdd.ca.gov/selfadvocacy or email Riana 
Hardin, the SCDD Self-Advocacy Coordinator, at Riana.Hardin@scdd.ca.gov. 

16
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SSAN Annual Report 
The Statewide Self-Advocacy Network 

(SSAN)

2023 – 2024 | 
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The 2023 – 2024 SSAN Annual Report was produced by the California State 

Council on Developmental Disabilities  

California State Council on Developmental Disabilities 
3831 North Freeway Blvd. Suite 125 

Sacramento, CA 95834 
916-263-7919
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About SCDD 
The California State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) is 

established by state (Lanterman Developmental Disabilities Services Act or 

Lanterman Act) and federal (Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of 

Rights Act of 2000 or DD Act) law and is one of 56 State Councils on 

Developmental Disabilities within the U.S. and its territories. SCDD belongs to 

the National Association for Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD), 

which provides guidance and support to all 56 Councils. Growing and 

supporting self-advocacy is a core principle for every State Council, as identified 

by the DD Act. 

SCDD designated ‘Self-Advocacy’ as the focus for its first goal in the 

2022 – 2026 5-year state plan and is committed to supporting self-advocacy in 

California. To meet its commitment to establish and strengthen a program led 

by individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities, develop and 

promote leadership skills, and expand participation in a cross-disability 

coalition, SCDD created the Statewide Self-Advocacy Network (SSAN) in 

2012. Through supporting SSAN, SCDD aims to help self-advocates 

throughout California advocate for their civil and service rights and be 

integrated and included in all areas of community life. SCDD supports the 

efforts of SSAN members to be leaders in their communities.
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About SSAN 
The Statewide Self Advocacy Network (SSAN) promotes leadership and 

builds bridges that strengthen advocacy among disability communities by 

focusing on policy change. 

Vision Statement 

SSAN was established in 2012, and is a cross-disability network of self-

advocates who work to do the following: 

• Develop the knowledge and skills to make a difference in our region

and state

• Speak up for all people with disabilities

• Learn about and advocate for issues important to all people with

disabilities

• Lead regional and statewide advocacy groups and networks

• Train advocates in their communities to grow the Self-Advocacy

movement in California

• Share information about programs and supports for people with

disabilities
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Agency Connections 

California State Council on Developmental Disabilities 

California Department of Developmental Services 

 California Foundation for Independent Living Centers 

Association of Regional Center Agencies 

Disability Rights California 

California University Centers of Excellence 

on Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs) 

 UCLA Tarjan Center 

USC Children’s Hospital 

UC Davis MIND Institute 

22
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SSAN Members (Roster) 2023–2024 

• North Coast Region – Sonya Force

• North State Region – Charles Nutt

• Sacramento Region – Lisa Cooley

• North Bay Region – Ellen Sweigert

• Bay Area Region – Sara Desumala

• North Valley Hills Region – Robert Balderama

• Central Coast Region – David Forderer

• Sequoia Region – Rebecca Donabed

• Los Angeles Region – Julie Gaona

• Orange County Region – Sean Sullivan

• San Bernardino Region – Eric Agular

• San Diego Imperial Region – Viri Salgado

• Association of Regional Center Agencies – Desiree Boykin

• California Foundation of Independent Living Centers – Russell Dawson-Rawlings

• Department of Developmental Services – Nicole Patterson

• Disability Rights California – Scott Baron

• State Council on Developmental Disabilities – Alex Reyes

• University Center on Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs)

o UC Davis MIND Institute – Robert Levy

o UCLA Tarjan Center – Kecia Weller

o USC Children’s Hospital – Wesley Witherspoon
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Message from SSAN Leadership 

We would like to start by thanking SSAN members for electing us to serve as 

your SSAN Leadership Team from December 2022 – December 2024. As the 

SSAN Leadership Team, we were committed to continuing the important work of 

SSAN to make sure that people with intellectual and developmental disabilities 

(I/DD) and other disabilities are included in society and able to choose how they 

would like to live. The great part about SSAN is that it connects advocates from 

across the state and opens doors to opportunities of collaboration. During our 

time as your SSAN Leadership Team, we will work to support SSAN members 

and encourage them to create out of the box ways to connect with each other 

and their communities during these difficult times. We hope to continue 

supporting the vision of building a solid SSAN identity by supporting cross-

disability partnerships and working collaboratively with the workgroups to support 

SSAN projects. 

The need for self-advocacy, leadership and social engagement is clear as we 

continue to face different public health, safety, climate-related, and social justice 

concerns. We want to thank both SSAN members and our supporters for their 

hard work in and commitment to supporting self-advocacy. During these 

challenging times, it is important to support each other by showing compassion 

and appreciation. 

The past year has been one of change for SSAN and our members, as we have 

said goodbye to some members and welcomed new members to the group. We 

continue to work together to advocate for access to public health information and 

services, provide plain language public health and safety information, and end 

the practice of paying subminimum wage to people with I/DD in California. The 

2022 – 2024 SSAN Leadership Team plans to continue to work together and 

support members during ongoing public health challenges and other social 

issues. Thank you for your continued advocacy and participation in SSAN. 
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Charles Nutt (Chairperson) 

Charles Nutt represents the SCDD North State Regional Office 

on SSAN. Charles started his advocacy journey by getting 

involved with Paradise People First and served as Vice 

President for a time. Charles attended Butte College where he 

studied Business Computer Science and was involved in the 

honors society Sigma Alpha Pi, which helped him to develop an 

interest in leadership. After completing his degree, Charles 

connected with the North State Regional of SCDD getting 

involved on their Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) and 

becoming a SSAN Member. Charles stepped away from SSAN 

in order to represent the North State Region on the SCDD Board 

for 6 years and give another advocate the opportunity to 

represent the North State Region on SSAN.    

Charles is passionate about California’s Self-Determination 

Program (SDP) and currently serves as the Chair of the Far 

Northern Regional Center (FNRC) Self Determination Advisory 

Committee (SDAC) to increase the number of people enrolled in 

self-determination. Charles hopes that through his leadership, 

he canto listen and learn from his fellow officers and collaborate 

to find solutions and build a strong ship to strengthen self-

advocacy in California. Charles would like to strengthen the self-

determination program, educate others about resources, bring 

motivational speakers to SSAN and focus on getting youth 

involved in advocacy. Charles is excited to serve as the 2022–

2024 SSAN Chair.  
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Nicole Patterson (Vice-Chairperson)

Nicole Patterson represents the California Department of 

Developmental Services (DDS) on SSAN. Nicole is the Advocacy 

and Self-Advocate Liaison with DDS. Nicole has worked in the 

field of empowering people with different disabilities for over 30 

years and has spent the last 17 years working within DDS in 

different roles, advising department leadership and working with 

advocates to build their confidence and encourage them to speak-

up for themselves. 

Nicole has been involved with the SSAN since the beginning. Nicole’s vision for the 

SSAN during this term is to help SSAN and its members become even more of a 

driving force when it comes to people with disabilities involving services and supports, 

youth engagement, employment, growing self-determination in the state of California, 

and gaining more seats at the table when policies and procedures are being changed 

that involves people with disabilities. 

Rebecca Donabed (Secretary) 

Rebecca Donabed represents SCDD Sequoia Regional Office in 

the Central Valley on SSAN. Rebecca works as a Community 

Organizer for Resources for Independence Central Valley (RICV). 

Rebecca has been part of SSAN since 2013 and is excited to take 

on the role of Secretary once more and support SSAN and its 

members. Rebecca is active in her local community and is a part 

of several different committees focused on transportation, voting, 

and 

employment. 

Rebecca served as Secretary of SSAN from 2016-2018 and is excited to be in the role 

again. Being on SSAN, means that she can get more involved in her advocacy work on 

the state level and bring it back to her community. 

26



11 | P a g e

2023–2024 Meeting Highlights 
SSAN held 4 meetings between October 1, 2023 and September 30, 2024. 
Three meetings were held over Zoom, and one was a hybrid meeting. 
Some highlights from meetings include: 

➢ Organizational Practices:

o Updates on SSAN Workgroups and Projects

➢ Training:

o Trello Board and Technology

o Disability History

o Department of Rehabilitation (DOR) services

➢ Provided feedback to:

o Accessible Transportation Projects with the California

Department of Transportation (CalTrans)

o SCDD Webpages

➢ Updated systems change efforts and programs:

o SCDD-supported legislation and agency updates

o SCDD Supported Decision-Making Technical Assistance

Program (SDM-TAP)

o HCBS Final Rule

o Disability Vote California and voting access

➢ Discussions/Conversations:

o The importance of voting

o The impact of SSAN

27
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2023–2024 Materials and Projects 

➢ Content Created and Reviewed

o 2022-2023 SSAN Annual Report

o 4 editions of the Voices of SSAN newsletter

o Tipsheets on employment and telling your story

o Minutes from 4 full SSAN meetings

➢ Projects and Collaborations

o Virtual SSAN NDEAM 2023 event

o Virtual SSAN Developmental Disability Awareness event

o Disability Rights California Siblings Event

o California’s Master Plan on Developmental Services

o Local and Statewide Self-Determination Program activities

o Trainings regional transportation agencies

o Trainings on voting accessibility

o DO Network Outreach and Training Activities

o Disability Vote California

o Participated on SCDD Disability Expert Advisory Panels

(DEAPs)

SSAN Members are regularly asked to participate in events and present 

at conferences because they are strong leaders in their communities 

across the state and throughout the nation.    

➢ Members’ Presentations and Project Topics:

o Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion

o Self-Advocacy

o Self-Determination

o Healthy Relationships

o Conversations with Medical Students
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2023–2024 Member Highlights 

SSAN Members participate in Coalitions, Boards and Planning committees 

throughout California along with providing self-advocates, family advocates 

and others with trainings related to increasing self-advocacy and access to 

community supports. Highlights from members during the 2023 – 2024 

reporting period include: 

• Participating on SCDD Regional Advisory Committees (RACs)

• Participating actively in virtual governance meetings

• Organizing, attending and presenting at the following events:

o People First (PF) gatherings (Virtual)

o CHOICES Conference (Virtual)

o California Statewide Self-Advocacy Conference (Hybrid)

o Disability Vote California trainings and chats (Virtual)

o Regional Self-Advocacy chats (Virtual)

• Collaborating on the UC Davis MIND Institute PAIR Project

• Serving on IHSS Public Authority, transportation boards, People First groups

• Sharing their stories with Legislators in support of SB 639 and the importance of
ending subminimum wage in California

• Working with regional centers on Coordinated Future Planning Taskforces

• Collaborating with SCDD Regional Offices to give regional and statewide
trainings

• Collaborating with SCDD Regional Offices to distribute personal protective
equipment (PPE)

• Giving presentations and informing their communities about SSAN

• Giving presentations on the Self-Determination Program
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Measuring the Impact of SSAN 

Over 265 people registered and nearly 150 people attended SSAN's first virtual event 

recognizing National Disability Employment Awareness Month (NDEAM) “Employment 

is Possible for Everybody”. Attendees appreciated hearing from SSAN members about 

the different types of jobs that they have and suggested that SSAN host an NDEAM 

event every year.  

“It was great to hear from the young 

people advocating themselves and share 

their experience.” 

“I really appreciate the panelists 

who continue to give us, the Case 

Managers more perspective of what 

works and what doesn't work.” 

Over 200 people registered and over 90 people attended SSAN’s first Developmental 

Disability Awareness Month event “Looking Back, Moving Forward”. The event was a 

chance for self-advocates (people) and their family members a chance to share their 

reflections about their experiences. 

“Great conversation with interesting 

speakers and perspectives. Thank you” 

“Great job SSAN and thank you to 

the panelists for sharing your 

stories!! Really enjoyed this 

webinar!!”

SSAN members created 4 Tipsheets on employment related topics: 

➢ Creating a Resume

➢ Dress for Success

➢ Preparing for an Interview

➢ Reasonable Accommodations

SSAN members created 1 Tipsheet on how to tell your story 
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Planning for the Future 

A common theme brought up in 2024 SSAN meetings was the interest in 

connecting with other advocates in California and across the country. 

Members are interested in growing the inclusive, colaborative nature of 

SSAN in the near future. Here are a few ideas shared by members at 

meetings: 

➢ Connect and educate advocates in California

o Outreach to regional center and independent living center self-

advocacy groups

o Reach out to advocates with diverse identities and needs

o Work together to share ideas and solutions to problems

o Share ways that advocates can get involved in their communities by

getting on boards and commissions

➢ Create Resources and Trainings

o Increase the number of plain-language and easy read resources

o Teach people about their rights and services

o Teach people about the importance of voting and connecting with

local officials

➢ Restructure Workgroups to focus on short term projects

o Educate others on employment options and resources

o Improve accessibility of public transportation

o Improve accessibility of medical offices and hospitals

o Increase the availability of affordable and accessible homes

➢ Connect with the next generation through social media, storytelling, and

mentorship

➢ Host community engagement events

➢ Learn more about and get more involved in legislative issues
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California State Council on Developmental Disabilities 
3831 North Freeway Blvd. Suite 125 

Sacramento, CA 95834 
(916) 263-7919
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 8. 
INFORMATION ITEM 

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

REFLECTIONS ON SAAC IMPACT IN OUR COMMUNITIES 

This agenda item will provide an overview of the role of the Self-Advocates 

Advisory Committee (SAAC) within the Council and give members the 

opportunity to reflect on their accomplishments over the last federal fiscal year. 

Please be ready to share pictures, projects, and achievements that have 

happened over the past federal fiscal year as the committee will talk about be 

drafting a summary to share on the council website. 
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 9. 
INFORMATION ITEM 

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

SERVICE DELIVERY CODE WEBSITE PROJECT UPDATES 

4 D of Section 2 (Standing Committees) of the Council Bylaws states that the 

Self-Advocates Advisory Committee (SAAC) shall review training materials, 

resources, and documents to evaluate and make recommendations regarding 

plain language approaches. 

As a follow-up to the May 2025 SAAC meeting, SCDD staff will show the 

committee recent updates to the new searchable website for service delivery 

codes. 

Please be prepared to participate in a discussion about the new tool and 

provide feedback. 
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 10. 
INFORMATION ITEM 

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES (LLE) UPDATE 

The National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD) 

has a committee called Leaders with Lived Experiences (LLE). Its members 

are council or staff members with disabilities from within the association’s 

network. This agenda item will share information about the important work 

being done by the NACDD LLE committee. 
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NOVEMBER 17, 2025 
AGENDA ITEM 11. 
INFORMATION ITEM 

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 

Adjournment 

The next committee meeting will be held virtually over Zoom and is scheduled 

for Tuesday, January 20, 2026. 

39



THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY BLANK 

40


	ADP3ACF.tmp
	SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) MEETING MINUTES
	September 29, 2025
	Members Present
	Others Attending
	1. CALL TO ORDER
	2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
	3. ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM
	4. REFLECTING ON THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF FORMER SAAC CHAIR ERIC YBARRA
	5. PUBLIC COMMENTS
	6. APPROVAL OF July 21, 2025, MINUTES
	ACTION 1

	7. REVIEW OF COUNCIL BUSINESS
	SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers provided the committee with a detailed update on agency-wide, statewide, and national efforts and projects. Updates included efforts to develop the next state plan and gather feedback from the community about t...
	8. STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN) REPORT
	ACTION 2

	9. NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES (LLE) UPDATE
	10. ADJOURNMENT



	ADP92FE.tmp
	STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
	SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
	This meeting is being held via teleconference within the meaning of Government Code section 11123.2. Members may be physically present at one or more teleconference locations. There may be members of the public body who are participating in today’s me...
	Physical Location
	SCDD Los Angeles Regional Office
	411 N. Central Avenue, Suite 620 Glendale, CA 91203
	Join by Zoom:
	https://bit.ly/SCDDNov2025SAAC
	TELECONFERENCE: (669) 900-9128

	STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
	SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
	Item 1. CALL TO ORDER
	Item 2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
	Item 3. ESTABLISH QUORUM
	Item 4. PUBLIC COMMENTS
	Item 5. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2025, MINUTES   Page 5
	Item 6. REVIEW OF COUNCIL BUSINESS                Page 11

	ITEMS RELATED TO COUNCIL BUSINESS ARE INCLUDED IN THE COUNCIL PACKET
	Item 7.    STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN)
	SCDD REPRESENTATIVE           Page 13
	Presented by: Rebecca Donabed, SSAN Chair and

	Item 8. REFLECTIONS ON SAAC IMPACT IN OUR COMMUNITIES
	Item 9. SERVICE DELIVERY CODE WEBSITE PROJECT
	Item 10.  NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES UPDATE
	Item 11.  ADJOURNMENT
	Accessibility




