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Statewide Self-Determination Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
February 19, 2025 

1. CALL TO ORDER
Co-Chair Rick Wood (FA) called the meeting to order at 11:11 A.M.

2. ESTABLISH QUORUM
A quorum was established.

3. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS
Members and others in attendance introduced themselves as indicated.

Attending Members Absent Members Others Attending  Others Attending 
Aminah Abdul-Hakim (IRC) 
Beth Martinko (RCOC) 
Charles Nutt (FNRC) 
David Forderer (SARC) 
Debby Hight (NBRC) 
Francine Soto (SGPRC) 
Jennifer Walsh (GGRC) 
Joyce Clark (SDRC) 
Lisa Cooley (ACRC) 
Lori Walker (NLACRC) 
Nestor Nieves (Co-Chair) 
Pierre Landry (FDLRC) 
Rick Wood (KRC) 
Rosalinda Garcia (HRC) 
Sherry Alvarez (SCLARC) 
Vi Ibarra (RCEB) 
Vivian David Nicolas (VMRC)
Yougeng Sun (ELARC)

Chris Miller (RCRC) 
Ellen Hunt (TCRC) 
Westside RC 

Aaron Carruthers 
Anna Keller 
Austin Murphy 
Beth Hurn 
Carolina Vargas 
Christine Tolbert 
Collin Kwon 
Crystal Chavez 
Cynthia Salomon-
Ponce 
Dena Hernandez 
Erik Peterson 
Evelyn Pinto 
Faviola Valencia 
Ibrahim Muttaqi 
Irene Litherland 
Jadolphus Fraser 
Jennifer Lucas 
Jon Francis 

Judy Mark 
Kristianna Moralls 
Katie Dempsey 
Katie Hornberger 
Kelsey Hooge 
Marlene Morales 
Michael Young 
Mozh Akbari 
Nina Spiegelman 
Patricia Herrera 
Renee Bauer 
Robin Maitino-Erben 
Samantha Moore 
Sarah May 
Sandra Van Scotter 
Seila Keys 
Tania Morawiec 
Tina Mlabagno 
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4. APPROVAL OF THE JULY 2024 MEETING MINUTES 
It was moved/seconded (Landry [FA]/Forderer [SA]) and carried to approve the 
July 2024 meeting minutes as presented (Motion passed by acclimation).  

 
5. CO-CHAIR REPORT TO SSDAC 

Co-Chairs Nester Nieves and Rick Wood informed members about SSDAC and 
Workgroup activities since the June 2024 meeting. These efforts included 
providing feedback to DDS on Draft Independent Facilitator and Financial 
Management Services standards, planning for the December 2024 Townhall 
event and September 2024 Grant Showcase and SSDAC member training, and 
the creation of a Budget Process Map. Co-Chairs also presented highlights 
from SSDAC member reports. The presentation for this agenda item can be 
found at the following link: https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/5.-SSDAC-Co-Chair-Report.pdf  
 
Members discussed the creation of an SSDAC member orientation resource 
and how member reports can be simplified and their results archived for future 
reference. Members also discussed transitional supports for SDP participants 
the need for more training for Independent Facilitators, and how to provide 
more direct coaching to SDP participants and families. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Judy Mark stated that her son in SDP at Westside Regional Center and she is 
not seeing any representative from her RC on the SSDAC. She asked what the 
SSDAC is doing to make sure all RCs are represented. She stated that some 
LVACs don’t spend their implementation funds and end up having to send them 
back to the state, which she finds very concerning.  
 
Jan Opsvig stated that it is hard to get members to interact and be involved at 
IRC and asked about the criteria for LVAC membership and if room can be 
made for people who will be more productive members. 
 
Irene Litherland stated that as a parent, Independent Facilitator and LVAC 
member she is encountering a lot of questions about when the new rates will be 
applied to people’s budgets. She also suggested that when a new directive is 
implemented that all five principles of Self-Determination should be considered 
in how implementation is approached. She expressed that she sees 
implementation of directives that are focused on the principle of responsibility, 
but that freedom and authority often are lost.  

 

https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/5.-SSDAC-Co-Chair-Report.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/5.-SSDAC-Co-Chair-Report.pdf
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Sandra Van Scotter, Co-Chair at Kern Regional Center stated that she is 
concerned about using “checkoffs” in the surveys, unless it’s for a truly “closed-
ended” question. She said that it becomes easy to click a checkbox without 
thinking the process through when we don’t have to type or use words to 
answer a question. 

 
6. DDS AND OMBUDSPERSON UPDATES 

Kathleen Dempsey, DDS Self-Determination Program Branch Manager 
provided a presentation that covered current SDP enrollment data, recent DDS 
SDP directives, and reported spending of implementation funds by regional 
center. DDS has released directives extending weekly payments to FMS and 
providing guidance on Regional Center Performance Measures and the 
spending of SDP implementation funds. DDS areas of focus will include 
standardization in the areas of IFs, FMS, individual budgets and spending 
plans. Members were informed that DDS recommends the use of 
implementation funds for recruitment and training of Person-Centered Planning 
and Self-Directed Support providers and for Employer Readiness 
trainings/workshops. Committee members asked for clarification regarding the 
process of spending implementation funds and the deadline for expending 
funds.  

 
SDP Ombudsperson Marlene Morales presented data about the issues 
participants, families, providers and regional centers are contacting the Office of 
the Ombudsperson to resolve. FMS issues continue to be the primary category 
of calls to the Ombuds Office, especially calls pertaining to lapses in service. 
The Office also reported that Independent Facilitators continue to reach out 
regarding the transition to the 099 service code. Members and attendees were 
encouraged to review the full Office of the Ombudsperson report that was 
included in the meeting Packet. The full DDS presentation can be found at the 
following link: https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/SDP_SSDAC_Presentation_20250219_Upda
ted.pdf 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Michael Young made a public comment in the chat stating that: “the issue also 
exists that there are DDS directives (specifically about the no reimbursement 
policy) especially for EVV requirements that violate state and federal labor laws. 
Employers are required to reimburse employees for any expenses incurred and 
if they are required to use their own personal devices (CA Labor code 2802). 
 

https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/SDP_SSDAC_Presentation_20250219_Updated.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/SDP_SSDAC_Presentation_20250219_Updated.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/SDP_SSDAC_Presentation_20250219_Updated.pdf
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7. SCDD UPDATES 
SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers provided an update on SCDD’s 
SDP activities. This included current participant data and an update on State 
Council supported legislation SB 1281, the Advancing Equity and Access in the 
Self-Determination Program Act, which has been vetoed by the governor in 
favor of addressing issues with the SDP through the Master Plan on 
Developmental Disabilities. Mr. Carruthers provided an update on the current 
proposed congressional funding for Medicaid and gave a brief overview of the 
training that SCDD is offering throughout the state to inform families and 
stakeholders about the potential impacts of cuts to the program and how they 
can effectively communicate those impacts to legislators. The full SCDD Update 
presentation can be found here: https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/7.-SCDD-Update-PPT.pdf  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Judy Mark thanked Aaron Carruthers for the work he is doing to save Medicaid. 
 

8. CORO PROJECT: BUDGET PROCESS MAP 
Co-Chairs Nester Nieves and Rick Wood provided a presentation detailing the 
purpose and process for the SSDAC Workgroup’s development of a Budget 
Process Map. This project was undertaken to create a resource to help families, 
participants and processionals understand and prepare for the budget 
development process, and to help the committee identify promising practices 
and areas of concern in order to make effective recommendations to improve 
the process. Workgroup Member Vivian David-Nicolas presented the Process 
Map and step-by-step guide. Committee members expressed concerns that 
because the process is so different at each regional center, the process map 
doesn’t account for the entire process. Some members expressed that the 
process map could confuse or discourage participants and families. Members 
provided suggestions to make the process map easier to understand. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Judy Mark said that this is herculean task because the budget process is 
different at each regional center. She stated that she wouldn’t show this to 
someone who hasn’t decided about SDP and that she thinks there is a way to 
simplify and improve this resource. She stated that the process map is useful in 
identifying where the issues are. She encouraged taking this process map to 
the regional centers to ask that they simplify these processes and stated that 

https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/7.-SCDD-Update-PPT.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/7.-SCDD-Update-PPT.pdf
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she appreciates the creation of the process map as an advocacy tool as 
opposed to a resource for public education. 

 
9. SSDAC TOWNHALL REPORT 

Co-Chairs Nester Nieves and Rick Wood briefly presented highlights from the 
December 2024 Townhall Report. Members requested that we add the 
recommendation that DDS implement SB 1281 to the Townhall Report. 
Members also requested that staff track recommendations that lead to 
improvements so that SSDAC members understand how the committee’s work 
is making an impact. The Townhall Report presentation can be found at the 
following link: https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/9.-
Townhall-Report.pdf  

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Jadolphus Fraser with Fraser Consulting and Advocacy stated that this has 
been a wonderful meeting. He stated that he used to work for a regional center 
and that process is not like this process. He stated that it is wonderful to see the 
progress and thanked the Committee for having this discussion. 

 
Judy Mark reminded members that SB 1281 was vetoed because the governor 
said he wanted the Master Plan to work on it. She stated that she was annoyed 
that SDP was siloed into one workgroup, but that the workgroup’s 
recommendations reflected the recommendations in SB 1281 and focused on 
making SDP the core of the developmental services system. She encouraged 
people to participate in the workgroup meeting on March 19th to push to get 
these recommendations into the final document. 

 
10. 2025 GOALS AND PRIORITIES 

Co-Chairs Nester Nieves and Rick Wood updated committee members on the 
status of the priorities set by the SSDAC in February of 2022. Committee 
members discussed progress toward meeting identified goals and how to 
identify the top priorities going forward. The SSDAC Workgroup will convene to 
discuss next steps on closing out the previous set of priorities and to create a 
plan to collect member input on the SSDAC’s 2025-2026 priorities. The full 
presentation for this agenda item can be found here: https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/10.-2025-Goals-and-Priorities.pdf  

 

 

https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/9.-Townhall-Report.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/9.-Townhall-Report.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/10.-2025-Goals-and-Priorities.pdf
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2025/02/10.-2025-Goals-and-Priorities.pdf
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 

SHIRLYS (screen name) stated (through the Spanish interpreter) that training 
for Service Coordinators is something that the regional centers provide, but that 
she thinks that the big problem is that there is no follow-up or review of how 
effective the training is so that they learn and give support to families to enter 
the self-determination program. 

Judy Mark with Disability Voices United asked if anyone has evaluated whether 
grants actually brought more people of color into the SDP. Judy stated that 
when she served on the SSDAC her priority was to reduce disparities and 
encouraged LVACs to share funds or create a statewide project to address 
disparities in the latino community. She suggested focusing on three regional 
centers and engaging with leaders in underserve communities. She stated that 
there are many reasons that disparities continue, including a lack of 
Independent Facilitator support in some communities and regional centers 
discouraging some participants from participating. 

Sandra Van Scotter recommended that LVACs start saying that they want to 
“educate” regional center staff as apposed to “training,” them, as she believes 
Service Coordinators don’t like being told how to do their job. She stated that 
the SDP scares some Service Coordinators and we need to focus on coaching 
and guiding. She also expressed support for LVACs combining funds for 
collaborative efforts but cautioned that it could be hard to get invoices paid that 
way.  
 

11. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Sandra Van Scotter stated that the distinction between a flow chart and process 
map is confusing and becomes a barrier for people with disabilities and asked 
that we meet people where they are regarding word use.  
 
Kristianna Moralls informed the Committee that Disability Voices United is 
working to develop a participant-focused employer training program, and that 
they require funding to create the curriculum with experts in Human Resources, 
labor law, and insurance. She stated that by collaborating, LVACs can 
collectively fund curriculum development, allowing DVU to offer the training to 
all regional centers at minimal cost. 
 

12. NEXT MEETING & ADJOURNMENT 
The next meeting will be held in-person on the week of June 23rd-27th. The 
meeting was adjourned at 4:24 P.M.  
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