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Statewide Self-Determination Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
April 15, 2024 

1. CALL TO ORDER
Co-Chair Rick Wood (FA) called the meeting to order at 10:38 A.M.

2. ESTABLISH QUORUM
A quorum was established.

3. WELCOME/INTRODUCTIONS
Members and others in attendance introduced themselves as indicated.

Attending Members Absent Members Others Attending  Others Attending 
Betty Monterrey (SGPRC) 
Charles Nutt (FNRC) 
Emma Villa (CVRC) 
Lori Walker (NLACRC) 
Jennifer Walsh (GGRC) 
Joyce Clark (SDRC) 
Lisa Cooley (ACRC) 
Maia Pawooskar (IRC) 
David Forderer (SARC) 
Pierre Landry (FDLRC) 
Rick Wood (KRC) 
Rosalinda Garcia (HRC) 
Sherry Alvarez (SCLARC) 
Tim Jin (RCOC) 
Vi Ibarra (RCEB) 
Vivian David Nicolas (VMRC) 

Cathay Liu (ELARC) 
Darlene Williams (TCRC) 
Debby Hight (NBRC) 
Westside RC 
Chris Miller (RCRC) 

Aaron Carruthers 
Alex Chesstell 
Angelica Tolentino 
Beth Hurn 
Brenda Bachechi 
Carolina Vargas 
Charles Nugyen 
Cindy Cox 
Courtney Hayashi 
Danielle Isola 
Dena Hernandez 
Faviola Valencia 
Ibrahim Muttaqi 
Jeanette Castro 
Jessica Mercado 
Jon Francis 
Katie Dempsey 
Katie Hornberger 

Kecia Weller 
Kristianna Moralls 
Lilian Piruzan Ansari 
Lisa Hooks 
Mary Ellen Stives 
Michelle Smith 
Radika Mylswamee 
Renee Bauer 
Riana Hardin 
Robin Maitino 
Sandra Mendez 
Scarlett VonThenen 
Selvin Arevalo 
Sheila Keys 
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4. APPROVAL OF THE SEPTEMBER 2023 MEETING MINUTES 
It was moved/seconded (Nutt [SA]/Forderer [SA]) and carried to approve the 
September 2023 meeting minutes as presented. (Motion passed by 
acclimation).  

 
5. CO-CHAIRS REPORT TO SSDAC 

Co-Chair Rick Wood reported on SSDAC-related activities that have taken 
place since the last meeting, which included making updates to the SSDAC 
Best Practices Platform and the submission of the SSDAC FMS Townhall 
Report to DDS. The Report has been translated into Spanish and posted in 
both English and Spanish on the SCDD SSDAC webpage. Co-Chair Wood also 
provided a brief overview of regional center implementation funding trends. 
Regional centers reported a variety of training/educational projects, including 
conferences, webinars, educational videos, workshops and informational 
materials. Regional centers also reported spending implementation funds on 
administrative supports for their Local Volunteer Advisory Committees.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Rosie Lasca provided a link in the chat for The Independent Facilitator Training 
Academy: www.iftrainingacademy.com and stated that they are seeking RFPs 
for IF Training opportunities. She also provided a link to the ALTA SDLAC 
funded educational animated SDP video series: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZU-7iw72yqj8Qq77ZqYmPUO-
Baadf4OL  
 
Judy Mark informed members and attendees of an SDP-related article in the 
Los Angeles Times, and encouraged members to share the following link with 
their committees: https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-04-15/self-
determination . She stated that Disability Voices United is working with Inland 
Regional Center to host an event on June 8, 2024. 

 
6. SCDD UPDATES 

SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers provided an update on SCDD’s 
SDP activities, including SCDD Orientation data and Council support for Senate 
Bill 1281, the Advancing Equity and Access in the Self-Determination Program 
Act, which would require DDS to standardize processes and procedures for the 
SDP and ensure that they are applied consistently, as well as making 
improvements to employer burden costs and increasing equity. Executive 
Director Carruthers reported that SCDD appointed SSDAC Co-Chair Viviana 
Barnwell has resigned from the position, leaving a vacancy for the position. The 

http://www.iftrainingacademy.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZU-7iw72yqj8Qq77ZqYmPUO-Baadf4OL
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLZU-7iw72yqj8Qq77ZqYmPUO-Baadf4OL
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-04-15/self-determination
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2024-04-15/self-determination
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Council Chair is in the process of vetting Councilmembers to determine who to 
appoint to the position.  
 

7. FMS TOWNHALL DISCUSSION 
Members reviewed and discussed the community input provided in the SSDAC 
FMS Townhall Report. Members indicated support for the following public 
recommendations: 
 
• FMS providers should have a process for instantaneous purchases. 
• FMS providers should use a centralized data system.  
• Employer Burden rates and costs should be standardized. 
• Additional training on participants’ roles and responsibilities as an 

employer. 
• Improve communication from FMS providers to participants, and better-

quality communication between FMS providers, regional centers, SDP 
participants, and Independent Facilitators. 

• Release directives in Spanish at the same time they are released in 
English. 

 
Members provided feedback regarding the wording of recommendations to 
improve accuracy and clarity and discussed additional recommendations for 
improving FMS. These included requiring FMS providers to have an online 
portal to allow participants to track their spending, as well as a customer service 
phone number. Members also suggested making sure FMS contracts include 
instructions regarding when and how FMS providers will communicate with 
regional centers and consumers. Member feedback and recommendations will 
be synthesized and provided in a formal letter to DDS. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Sonia M. stated a need for FMS providers to communicate clearly with the client 
about requirements for participants as sole employer in regard to the 
credentials providers are qualified to have.  
 

8. DDS AND OMBUDSPERSON UPDATES 
Acting Ombudsperson Katie Hornberger provided an update on the amount and 
types of inquiries received by the Office of the Ombudsperson through March of 
2024. The majority of the calls received are still primarily focused on Financial 
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Management Services and General information about the SDP. The 
presentation for the Office of the Self-Determination Ombudsperson can be 
found here: https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/04/2024-04-
15-SSDAC-Ombuds-Presentation.pdf.  
 
Katie Dempsey provided an update from the Department of Developmental 
Services. The presentation covered current enrollment numbers and 
demographics of SDP participants through February 2024, as well as a brief 
overview of SDP directives that were released in December 2023 and January 
2024. Upcoming areas of focus for DDS are enhanced data collection, Financial 
Management Services and Independent Facilitator standards and certifications, 
and standardization of processes to streamline billing and spending plan 
development. The full presentation can be found at the following link: 
https://scdd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/33/2024/04/DDS-SSDAC-
Presentation-4.15.2024.pdf.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

Jon Francis provided public comment in the chat thanking Ms. Hornberger and 
stating that an online portal would improve communications between FMS’s, 
participants, regional centers and Independent Facilitators. Mr. Francis 
provided the following link as an example of a statewide portal that could be 
adapted for use with SDP: https://agencies.csd.ca.gov/Documents/Local-
Agencies-Portal-User-Guide-V2020.1.pdf  
 

9. SSDAC CO-CHAIR TERM LIMITS 
Co-Chair Rick Wood and SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers led 
members in a discussion about potential changes to the SSDAC’s Co-Chair 
term limit policy and reviewed the Officer Election procedure. Members 
expressed an interest in allowing Co-Chairs to serve more than two terms and 
in establishing mentorship for members who are interested in leadership. 
Members also expressed a desire for the SSDAC Workgroup to work on a 
mentorship/leadership transition plan.  
 

10. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:55 P.M.  
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