\/sCDD NOTICE/AGENDA

STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

This meeting is being held in person. Members of the public may participate in
person, or telephonically. Accessible formats of all agenda and materials can be
found online at www.scdd.ca.gov.

Physical Location:

Holiday Inn Downtown Sacramento TELECONFERENCE: (669) 900-9128
3001 St MEETING ID: 837 4322 9721
Sacramento, CA 95814 MEETING PASSWORD: 793545

STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
POSTED AT: www.scdd.ca.gov

DATE: May 19, 2025
TIME: 1:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.

MEETING CHAIR: Kara Ponton

tem1. CALL TO ORDER

Item2. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

Item3. ESTABLISH QUORUM


http://www.scdd.ca.gov/
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/

Iitem 4.

Item 5.

Item 6.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

This item is for members of the public only to provide
comments and/or present information to the Committee on
matters not on the agenda. Each person will be afforded up
to 3 minutes to speak.

Additionally, there will be up to 5 minutes allocated to hear
from the public on each agenda item, with each person
allotted up to 1 minute to comment.

APPROVAL OF MARCH 17, 2025 MINUTES Page 5
VMTE

REVIEW OF COUNCIL BUSINESS Page 11

A. SCDD agency updates
B. Statewide updates
C. Nation updates

ITEMS RELATED TO COUNCIL BUSINESS ARE INCLUDED IN THE COUNCIL

PACKET

Item 7.

SERVICE DELIVERY CODE WEBSITE FEEDBACK Page 13

Presented by: Tamica Foots-Rachal, SCDD Partnership Project
Manager



Item 8. YOUR STORY AS A TOOL FOR CHANGE Page 15

Presented by: Chris Arroyo, SCDD Deputy Director of
Policy and Public Affairs

Item 9. CELEBRATING SELF-ADVOCACY IN CALIFORNIA Page 17

Presented by: Dena Hernandez, SCDD North Valley Hills Regional
Manager and SCDD Self-Advocacy DEAP Co-Chair

Item 10. NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES UPDATE
Presented by: SCDD Self-Advocacy Coordinator, Riana Hardin

Item 11. ADJOURNMENT

Next Meeting: July 21, 2025

Accessibility

Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), Individuals with
disabilities who require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related
meeting materials and/or auxiliary aids/services to participate in this meeting should
contact Riana Hardin at (916) 263-8196 or Riana.Hardin@scdd.ca.gov. Please
provide at least 5 business days prior to the meeting to allow adequate time to
respond to all requests.

All times indicated and the order of business are approximate and subject
to change.


mailto:Riana.Hardin@scdd.ca.gov
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 5
ACTION ITEM

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Approval of March 17, 2025 Minutes

The draft minutes from the March 17, 2025, SAAC meeting are included in the
May meeting packet for your review. Committee members with have the
opportunity to vote to approve the minutes and suggest changes.

Action Recommended

Approve the March 17, 2025 SAAC Minutes

Attachments

March 17, 2025 SAAC Minutes
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DRAFT

. x
V- CALIFORNIA
Stare Council on Developmentol Disabiliies

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC) MEETING

MINUTES
March 17, 2025

Members Present

Nicole Adler (SA)

Julio Garnica (SA)

Sonia Jones (SA)

Nestor Nieves (SA)

Kara Ponton (SA)

Alex Reyes (SA)
Rosanna Ryan (SA)
Wesley Witherspoon (SA)
Eric Ybarra (SA)

CALL TO ORDER

Members Absent

Julie Gaona (SA)
Others Attending

Rihana Ahmad
Aaron Carruthers
Riana Hardin
Dena Hernandez
Brian Hoang
Barbara Imle
Charles Nguyen

Committee Chair Eric Ybarra called the meeting to order at 11:03 A.M.

ESTABLISHMENT OF QUORUM

A quorum was established.

Legend:
SA = Self-Advocate
FA = Family Advocate

Page 1



DRAFT

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The March meeting of the Self-Advocates Advisory Committee (SAAC)
began with members sharing their favorite part about spring and sharing
their goals for the meeting.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

No public comment.

APPROVAL OF January 13, 2025, MINUTES

Members reviewed the minutes from the January 13™, 2025, meeting.
The minutes can be found starting on page 7 of the March 2025 SAAC
packet.

ACTION 1

It was moved/seconded (Reyes [SA]/ Ponton [SA]) and carried to
approve the November 18" minutes as presented. (Vote Count: 5 Ayes,
3 Abstains, and 1 Absent; Ayes: Adler, Garnica, Jones, Nieves, Reyes,
Witherspoon, and Ybarra; Abstain: Jones, Ponton, and Ryan; Absent:
Gaona) Motion Passed.

REVIEW OF COUNCIL BUSINESS

SCDD Executive Director Aaron Carruthers provided the committee with
agency, statewide, and national updates. Executive Director Aaron
Carruthers assured the committee that SCDD funding would remain the
same for the rest of the fiscal year. Members raised concerns about the
future of disability related services and supports. Executive Director
Carruthers stated that while there were currently no plans to reduce
funding for social programs and supports, people are encouraged to
connect with their representatives and share their stories about the
social programs that they use.

Legend:
SA = Self-Advocate
FA = Family Advocate Page 2



DRAFT

EMERGING ISSUES AND CONCERNS

Members discussed ongoing issues in their regions, including concerns
about potential cuts to MediCal/Medicaid, issues accessing healthcare
services, social isolation among self-advocates, and special education
funding. Members also brought up the need for increased awareness of
regional center services and the Self-Determination Program.

STATEWIDE SELF-ADVOCACY NETWORK (SSAN) REPORT

Council Member Rosie Ryan provided members with an update on
recent SSAN activities. This update included highlights from the March
2025 Meeting and the March 2025 edition of the Voices of SSAN
Newsletter. Topics covered during the March SSAN meeting included:
leadership, advocacy, social justice, and the importance of emergency
preparedness.

NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES (LLE) UPDATE

Riana Hardin, SCDD Self-Advocacy Coordinator provided members with
an update on the National Association of Councils on Developmental
Disabilities (NACDD) LLE Committee meeting held March 11, 2025.
During the meeting members shared their concerns and hopes about
the future and were updated on NACDD policy priorities and activities.

Legend:
SA = Self-Advocate
FA = Family Advocate Page 3



DRAFT

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH: “WE ARE
HERE ALL YEAR” DISCUSSION

The committee ended the meeting by talking about Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month, which is observed every year during the
month of March. Members shared their personal experiences living with
disabilities, including challenges with employment, navigating support
systems, and facing societal perceptions. They emphasized the
importance of being seen, accepted, and included in society all year
round.

The committee also shared their hopes and dreams, such as health
goals, travel plans, and advocating for others with disabilities. The
committee agreed to meet in person the day before the May council
meeting, to accommodate travel plans.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 2:04 P.M.

Legend:
SA = Self-Advocate
FA = Family Advocate Page 4
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 6
INFORMATION ITEM

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Review of Council Business

State Council on Developmental Disabilities staff will review Council business
with the Committee. This item may include:

A. SCDD agency updates
B. Statewide updates

C. National updates

Items related to this agenda item can be found in the Council packet.
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 7
INFORMATION ITEM

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Service Delivery Code Website Feedback

SCDD Partnership Project Manager Tamica Foots-Rachal will seek feedback
from committee members regarding the design and accessibility of a newly
developed webpage that is meant to help people understand the services that
are available to them through regional centers. Please be prepared to share
your thoughts and engage in conversation about the new resource.
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 8
INFORMATION ITEM

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Your Story as a Tool for Change

Chris Arroyo, Deputy Director of Policy and Public Affairs will provide
Committee members with a brief training on tools to use their personal
stories and experiences to advocate for systemic change.
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 9
INFORMATION ITEM

SELF-ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Celebrating Self-Advocacy in California

To encourage members to connect with local regional offices, Dena
Hernandez, Co-Chair of SCDD’s Self-Advocacy Disability Expert
Advisory Panel (SA DEAP), will share highlights of self-advocacy focused
activities SCDD has organized or taken part in so far in 2025.
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 10
INFORMATION ITEM

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

NACDD LEADERS WITH LIVED EXPERIENCES (LLE) UPDATE

The National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD)
has a committee called the Leaders with Lived Experiences (LLE). It's
members are council or staff members with disabilities from within the
association’s network. This agenda item will share information about the
important work NACDD LLE is doing.
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MAY 19, 2025
AGENDA ITEM 11
INFORMATION ITEM

SELF ADVOCATES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (SAAC)
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES

Adjournment

The next committee meeting is scheduled for July 21, 2025.
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