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Redacted Membership Application 

MM-898 

Name: REDACTED 

Address: REDACTED 

County of Residence: Los Angeles (Los Angeles) 

Email : REDACTED Phone: REDACTED 

Race: Hispanic or Latino Gender: Female 

What intellectual & developmental disabilities do you have experience with?: Cerebral Palsy 

I am a: Person with a developmental disability 

Are you currently employed by, or a member of the governing board of an organization providing 
services to persons with developmental disabilities?: 
No 

Do you want to serve on the State Council or Regional Advisory Committee?: 
I want to apply to serve on the State Council 

How did your interest in, or knowledge of, the developmental disability field and service system 
develop?: 
I have had cerebral palsy since birth, and have had times in my life when I have been forced to advocate 
for myself, having to figure out the workings of the system I was dealing with. I have had an interest in 
developmental disabilities since I was young, as I wanted to know about my disability and how it affects 
others as well. I also worked in a therapy unit at a special education center for 6 years and learned about 
all types of disabilities, including developmental disabilities which was the diagnosis which the majority of 
the children had. Since the time I began receiving public benefits at the age of 21, I have dealt with the 
public service agencies strictly on my own. Occasionally issues come up that cause my benefits to 
decrease or sometimes even wrongly terminate for a bit, and I persist in gaining understanding of the root 
of the problem and how to remedy it. Areas that I do not have significant knowledge in, I am eager to 
learn more about them, in order to not only help myself and others, but also to make myself as valuable 
as I can to whichever entity I become a part of. 

What are your areas of interest in the developmental disability field and service system?: 
The areas that most interest me in the developmental disability field and service system are 
transportation, In Home Supportive Services, and community/structural accessibility. In Los Angeles, I am 
very involved with committees which focus on transportation; without accessible public transportation, 
individuals with disabilities would not be able to be an integral part of their community. Individuals who 



  
 

 

               
             

                
              
                 

                   
                

                      
            

                   
                  

               
                

                 
   

 
                

       
                     

                 
              

                
               

 
              

                   
                 

                  
              
                 

              
                   

              
                      

   
 
 

01/25/2025 22:27:31 
MM-898 

use mobility devices, such as wheelchairs and walkers, must not be excluded from using public 
transportation, mainly because they use such devices. Transportation providers should know that they 
are required by law to provide such services, and make every effort to make this possible. 
Many individuals with developmental disabilities know the significance of In Home Supportive Services; it 
allows us to live in the community, not in nursing homes, while still receiving the individualized personal 
care that we need. This service has been threatened time and time again, always trying to cut down on 
services or adding new requirements which can be detrimental to many of its recipients. When new 
issues arise, I educate myself on the details and I am proud to say that I have had the privilege to speak 
on such issues both in Los Angeles and at our State Capitol. 
Accessibility is an another favorite issue of mine, because if our destination and the path to it are not 
accessible, we, as individuals with disabilities, are not receiving the freedom to go where we want, as our 
non-disabled counterparts do. Business entities know what the ADA requires, or should know, and yet 
some do not care to accommodate their customers with disabilities, who will most likely be repeat 
customers. I enjoy advocating in this area, especially educating others on the topic of disability and what 
constitutes accessible accommodations. 

Please explain why you wish to serve on the State Council on Developmental Disabilities, or on 
one of its Regional Advisory Committees: 
I wish to serve on the State Council as I have educated myself to be a strong disability rights advocate. I 
have developed the skills to be a voice for the developmental disability community, something that is not 
always possible, given the severity of one’s disability. Throughout my advocacy journey, learning about 
and advocating on issues that directly affect the developmental community has been one of my missions, 
and I remain vigilant to that, representing those individuals who cannot advocate for themselves. 

What strengths would you bring to the State Council and/or Regional Advisory Committee?: 
I believe I bring many strengths to the State Council. I am a college graduate who has always proved 
diligent in whatever I undertake, and I have continued that philosophy in my advocacy work. I consider 
myself a good writer, and I am an experienced public speaker on various topics, such as social service 
issues and disability-related topics, including personal experiences. I have years of experience sitting on 
boards and committees, and have held offices/positions in quite a few of them. Advocating on behalf of 
individuals with disabilities, especially those with developmental disabilities, is my passion, and I believe 
that is apparent by looking at what I have accomplished in the advocacy arena since 2012. My interest in 
advocacy is additionally fueled by the thought that enough individuals with developmental disabilities are 
not able to advocate for themselves, and as I have been blessed with that ability, I feel that it’s my duty to 
be their voice. 


