
State Council on Developmental Disabilities Bay Area Office 
Community Outreach & 

Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting 

Wednesday, September 27, 2023 
Networking 5:15-5:30 PM Meeting 5:30-8:00 PM 

This is a hybrid meeting: In-Person with Zoom / teleconference options. 
 
Members of the public may participate in-person, telephonically or by Zoom from any location. 

Accessible formats of all agenda and materials can be found at least 10 days prior to the 
meeting at: www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/. 

Join In-Person: 
Ed Roberts Campus: 3075 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA 94703 

Main Floor, Osher Foundation Education Center 
 

Join by Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09  

 
Or by Telephone, US Toll-free: (877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-4499 

Meeting ID: 880 6339 6805 Passcode: 651505 
 

Collaboration is key! We invite members of the community to share input, issues 
and concerns. All are welcome. Featured this meeting: Overview on the NEW CA 
Office of Employment First, a preview of the upcoming National Core Indicators 

cycle for CA, member updates, and more! 
 
 

Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f) and SB 189, individuals with 
disabilities who require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related materials 

and/or auxiliary aids/services to participate in this meeting should contact us at 510-286-0439 
or bayarea@scdd.ca.gov, at least five business days prior to the meeting. 

 

 

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09
mailto:bayarea@scdd.ca.gov


Concilio Estatal en Discapacidades del Desarrollo Oficina del Área de la 
Bahía

Alcance Comunitario Y 
Reunión del Comité Asesor Regional 

Miércoles, 27 de septiembre de 2023 
Oportunidad de red 5:15-5:30 PM  Reunión 5:30-8:00 PM 

Esta es una reunión híbrida: en persona con opciones de teleconferencia/ Zoom. 

Los miembros del público pueden participar en persona, por teléfono o por Zoom desde 
cualquier lugar. Los formatos accesibles de todos los programas y materiales se pueden 

encontrar al menos 10 días antes de la reunión en:  www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/.

Únase en persona: 
Campus Ed Roberts: 3075 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA 94703 
Planta Principal, Centro de Educación de la Fundación Osher 

Únase por Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09 

O por teléfono, número gratuito de EE. UU.: (877) 853-5257 o (888) 475-4499 
ID de la reunión: 880 6339 6805 Contraseña: 651505 

¡La colaboración es clave! Invitamos a los miembros de la comunidad a compartir aportes, 
cuestiones y preocupaciones.  Todos son bienvenidos. Destacado en esta reunión: 

¡Descripción general de la NUEVA Oficina de Empleo Primero de CA, un avance del próximo 
ciclo de Indicadores Centrales Nacionales para CA, actualizaciones de miembros y más! 

De conformidad con las Secciones 11123.1 y 11125(f) del Código de Gobierno y la SB 189, las 
personas con discapacidades que requieren formatos alternativos accesibles de la agenda y 

materiales relacionados y/o auxiliares/servicios para participar en esta reunión deben 
contactarnos al 510-286-0439 o bayarea@scdd.ca.gov, al menos cinco días hábiles antes de la 

reunión. 

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09
mailto:bayarea@scdd.ca.gov


 

 
 
 

 
STATE COUNCIL ON DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES (SCDD) 

BAY AREA REGIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) MEETING & COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
NOTICE & AGENDA* 

 

 Date   Wednesday, September 27, 2023 
 

 Time  Networking 5:15pm – 5:30p, Meeting 5:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

 Locations Join in Person:  
Ed Roberts Campus: 3075 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA 94703  
Main Floor, Osher Foundation Education Center  
 
Join by Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm
5MRngwdkVSUT09  
 
Join by Telephone, US Toll-free:  
(877) 853-5257 or (888) 475-4499  
 
Meeting ID: 880 6339 6805 Passcode: 651505  
 

Members of the public may participate in-person, telephonically, or by Zoom from any 
location. Accessible formats of all agenda and materials can be found at least 10 days prior to 
the meeting at: www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/. This meeting will be live captioned and have 
Spanish interpretation.  
 
Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), individuals with disabilities who 
require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related meeting materials and/or 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/


 

 
 
 

auxiliary aids/services to participate in this meeting should contact 510-286-0439 or email 
bayarea@scdd.ca.gov, at least 5 (five) business days prior to the meeting. 
 

 5:30p Call to Order          
  Introductions / Establishment of Quorum     Grigsby 
 

  5:35p Approval of the June 2023 Meeting Minutes   Grigsby 
 

  5:40p Public Comment  
 

An invitation to provide the public an opportunity to comment and/or present 
information to the Committee on any matter that is not on the agenda. Each 
public member has up to 3 minutes to speak. Written requests will be considered 
first. The Committee will provide a public comment period not to exceed 5 
minutes total for all public comments prior to action on any agenda item. 
Legislative office elected officials or staff may also introduce themselves or 
provide comment. 
 

  5:55p 2023 Employment Legislative Updates    Kolakosky 
 

Hear an overview of employment related legislative updates from the State 
Council’s Deputy Director of Policy and Public Affairs. Learn about the new 
Employment 1st Office, and about the permanent extension of the CA State 
Internship Program. 
 
 

  6:15p National Core Indicators Project  
   Updates for 2023-24      Usac and Wiley 



 

 
 
 

 
Hear an overview of the upcoming National Core Indicators Project cycle here in 
CA from State Council Quality Assurance Coordinators. Learn about the type of 
data collection in this upcoming cycle, and where to review previous cycle’s 
results. 
 

 

  6:40p Additional Legislative Office Comments    Grigsby 
   

An invitation for legislative offices in attendance to provide brief statements, 
comments on emerging issues, or updates impacting their constituents from 
disability communities.  
 
 

  6:50p Community Reports       Grigsby 
 

• People First Report 
• Regional Center Reports 
• County Developmental Disabilities Councils Reports  

    
 

 7:15p Member Reports: SCDD Bay Area Regional Advisory  
 Committee (RAC) & SCDD Councilmembers     Grigsby  

 
Hear updates from RAC members and Councilmembers on their regional and 
statewide advocacy work, and their priorities.  

         
 
 



 

 
 
 

  7:50p Other Announcements 
& Agenda Items for Future Meetings      Grigsby 

 
An opportunity of members of the community to bring up ideas, needs, issues and 
concerns. 

 

        8:00p Meeting Adjourned       Grigsby 
 
 
 
 
*All times indicated, and the order of business are approximate and subject to change. Any 
agenda items have the potential to be brought for a vote. 
 



 

 
 
 

 
CONCILIO ESTATAL EN DISCAPACIDADES DEL DESARROLLO (SCDD) 

REUNIÓN DEL COMITÉ ASESOR REGIONAL (RAC) DEL ÁREA DE LA BAHÍA Y ALCANCE  
NOTICIAS Y AGENDA* 

 

 Fecha   Miércoles, 27 de septiembre, 2023 
 

 Hora  Oportunidad de red 5:15pm – 5:30p, Reunión 5:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

 Ubicación Únase en persona:  
Campus Ed Roberts: 3075 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA 94703  
Main Floor, Osher Foundation Education Center  
 
Únase por Zoom:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm
5MRngwdkVSUT09  
 
O por teléfono, número gratuito de EE. UU.:  
(877) 853-5257 o (888) 475-4499  
 
ID de la reunión: 880 6339 6805 Contraseña: 651505 
 

El público puede participar en persona, por teléfono o por Zoom desde cualquier lugar. Los 
formatos accesibles de toda la agenda y los materiales se pueden encontrar al menos 10 días 
antes de la reunión en: www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/. Esta reunión tendrá subtítulos en vivo y 
tendrá interpretación en español. 
 
De conformidad con las Secciones 11123.1 y 11125(f) del Código de Gobierno, las personas 
con discapacidades que requieren formatos alternativos accesibles de la agenda y materiales 
relacionados y/o auxiliares/servicios para participar en esta reunión deben contactarnos al 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88063396805?pwd=R0h4WHBRR0QzZmgwQm5MRngwdkVSUT09
http://www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/


 

 
 
 

510-286-0439 o mandar un correo electrónico a bayarea@scdd.ca.gov, al menos cinco (5) días 
hábiles antes de la reunión. 
 

 5:30p Comienza la Reunión          
  Presentaciones / Establecimiento de Quórum    Grigsby 
 

  5:35p Aprobación del Acta de la Asamblea de junio del 2023  Grigsby 
 

  5:40p Comentario Publico  
 

Una invitación para brindar al público la oportunidad de comentar y/o presentar 
información al Comité sobre cualquier asunto que no esté en la agenda. Cada 
miembro del público tendrá 3 minutos para hablar. Las solicitudes por escrito se 
considerarán primero. El Comité proporcionará un período de comentario público 
que no exceda los 5 minutos en total para todos los comentarios públicos antes 
de la acción sobre cualquier punto de la agenda. Los funcionarios electos o el 
personal de la oficina legislativa también pueden presentarse o hacer 
comentarios. 

  5:55p Actualizaciones legislativas sobre empleo de 2023  Kolakosky 
 

Escuche una descripción general de las actualizaciones legislativas relacionadas 
con el empleo de la subdirectora de Políticas y Asuntos Públicos del Concilio 
Estatal. Aprenda sobre la nueva Oficina de Empleo 1st y la extensión permanente 
del Programa de Pasantías del Estado de California. 
 

  6:15p Proyecto de Indicadores Básicos Nacionales 
   Actualizaciones para 2023-24     Usac and Wiley 
 



 

 
 
 

Escuche una descripción general del próximo ciclo del Proyecto de Indicadores 
Básicos Nacionales aquí en CA de los Coordinadores de Garantía de Calidad del 
Concilio Estatal. Aprenda sobre el tipo de recopilación de datos en este próximo 
ciclo y dónde revisar los resultados del ciclo anterior. 

 

  6:40p Comentarios Adicionales de las Oficinas Legislativas  Grigsby 
   

Una invitación para que las oficinas legislativas presentes proporcionen 
declaraciones breves, comentarios sobre temas emergentes o actualizaciones que 
impactan a sus electores de la comunidad de discapacidades.  
 
 

  6:50p Informes de la Comunidad      Grigsby 
 

• Informes de “Gente Primero” 
• Informes del Centro Regional 
• Informes de Concilios de Discapacidades del Desarrollo de Condados 

    
 

 7:15p Informes de Miembros: Comité Asesor Regional (RAC) del Area de la Bahía 
y miembros del Consejo Estatal de Discapacidades del Desarrollo (SCDD)  
           Grigsby  
 
Escuche las actualizaciones de los miembros del RAC y los miembros del Concilio 
sobre su trabajo regional y estatal, y sus prioridades.  

         
 
 



 

 
 
 

  7:50p Otros Anuncios 
Y Elementos de la agenda para futuras reuniones    Grigsby 

 
Una oportunidad para que los miembros de la comunidad aporten ideas, 
necesidades, problemas e inquietudes. 

 

        8:00p Fin de Reunión       Grigsby 
 
 
 
 
* Todos los horarios indicados y el orden del día son aproximados y están sujetos a cambios. 
Cualquier punto de la agenda tiene el potencial de ser sometido a votación. 
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State Council on Developmental Disabilities (SCDD) 
Bay Area Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Meeting 
June 28, 2023, Minutes DRAFT 
 
Main Location: This meeting was held through Zoom (video call or call-in only) 
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247044728?pwd=cTBaZXl0aDBLVjB2ZGh3cXMwZ3dqZz09  
Meeting ID: 852 4704 4728 Passcode: 347377 
 
Committee Members Attending through Zoom: Sascha Bittner, Jennifer Fung, 
Francisco Garcia, Elizabeth Grigsby, John Marble, Marla Silversmith, Emily Witkin, 
Florence Wong. 
 
Committee Members Absent: Regina Woodliff. 
 
SCDD Staff:  Sheraden Nicholau, Gabriela Solval, Christine Tolbert, and Valerie Buell. 
 
Accessibility Assistance: Interpreter Adriana, Interpreter Kim, Captioner Joanna, 
Captioner Lorena, Support Eunice. 
 
Legislative Office Representation: Leslie Bulbuk from Assemblymember Marc 
Berman’s Office. 
 
Guests Attending: Lisa Kleinbub, Eric Zigman, Patrick McKay, Sara Desumala, Angel 
Ng, Joyce Butz, Liz Dietz, Jennifer Walsh, Wolfgang Daum, Ava Dhaliwal, Janet Nunez, 
Rajashree. 
 
6:36p Chair Elizabeth Grigsby called the meeting to order. Valerie Buell took roll call of 
RAC members.  
 
6:36p Approval of Meeting Minutes for April 26, 2022: 

Moved: Sascha Bittner Seconded: John Marble 
Florence Wong requested an amendment to the minutes on page 6: The first 
bullet point under Florence Wong’s name amended to add “and other groups” 
after “commission on disabilities”.  
Roll Call Vote:  

• Ayes: Sascha Bittner, Jennifer Fung, Francisco Garcia, Elizabeth Grigsby, 
John Marble, Emily Witkin, Florence Wong 

• Abstain: Marla Silversmith. 
 
6:39p Public Comments: Elizabeth Grigsby asked for public comments. Highlights 
included: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85247044728?pwd=cTBaZXl0aDBLVjB2ZGh3cXMwZ3dqZz09


   

2 
 

• Liz Dietz from the American Red Cross introduced herself as the Pacific Division 
Disability Integration Co-Advisor and gave an overview of the region her office 
supports in the Bay Area, from Napa and Sonoma all the way to San Benito, and 
into Contra Costa and Alameda County.  

• Janet Nunez introduced herself and shared information about Parents Helping 
Parents, their strategic plan to help self-advocates transition to adulthood, and 
some of the webinars they offer with information including financial planning, 
housing, and more.  
 

6:46p Christine Tolbert introduced herself, gave a presentation, and led discussion on 
the California Self-Determination Program and a review of the Self-Determination 
Orientation website. Highlights include: 

• Orientations, Trainings, and webinars: 
o SCDD started doing statewide orientations online with captioning and 

Spanish, and other languages with translators. We are actively planning 
to conduct them in Armenian, Farsi, Arabic, and Hmong. This is a two-
hour orientation.  

o Attendee trending ranges are 10% are persons-served and 84% are 
family members. 

o Feedback: 86% found the information useful, 82% plan to enroll, and 
14% are undecided. 

o All resources are on the website including hand-outs, presentations, 
quick links, steps to enrollment, and service definitions. They are 
available in several languages.  

o SCDD will offer twice as many orientations starting in August 2023; 
people can register on the website. There is an independent facilitator 
webinar series available, as well.  

• Legislation: 
o SCDD has worked with the University Centers for Excellence on 

Developmental Disabilities (UCEDDs) to conduct Self-Determination 
Program Satisfaction Surveys statewide and SCDD will provide a report 
compiling the data from those surveys, along with other collected data to 
make recommendations to the legislature. The report will be submitted to 
the legislature in two days (end of June 2023). 

• The Department of Developmental Services has presented system trends and 
related data on Self-Determination Program at the Statewide Self-Determination 
Advisory Committee meeting.  

• Enrollment has been on a steady but slow increase. 
• Outreach to underserved communities is important as enrollment is not 

representative based on population size.  
• There are long reported wait times to secure a financial management service 

(FMS). Customer service challenges have been reported as less than 
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satisfactory. Earlier this year there was a DDS directive specifying an increase 
in rates for the financial management service (FMS) providers, with the intention 
to make FMS services more sustainable and scalable in providing services to 
Californians.  

 
7:47p Legislative Office Comment after the presentation: Some highlights were:  

• Leslie Bulbuk from Assemblymember Marc Berman’s Office shared: 
o This office has had to help constituents with Self-Determination in the past 

and invites those who need help to reach out to this office in the future. 
o The legislature is working on passing the CA state budget. The new 

Assembly Speaker will be Assemblymember Robert Rivas from District 
29.   

 
7:50p Community Partner Reports: 

• People First Highlights:  
o Patrick McKay, President Bay Area People First (BAPF) and of the 

Northern Alameda People First (NAPF) Chapter:  
 The new Bay Area People First meeting time will now include a 

networking time starting at 4:15p on meeting days. The next 
meeting will have a presentation on disability etiquette, by Benjamin 
McMullan from the Center for Independence of Individuals with 
Disabilities.  

• Regional Center Report Highlights.  
o Eric Zigman gave the report for Golden Gate Regional Center (GGRC), 

and first commented on legislative and budget bill updates: 
 Family fees applying to some in the regional center system that 

were on hold during COVID may be coming back. Regional centers 
and other advocates are working on getting them eliminated 
permanently.   

 The ability for case managers being able to use Zoom / telehealth 
services for people-served was continued to June of 2024. It is an 
option that people served can decide for some services. 

 Assembly bill 1147 is being watched. It would restructure some of 
the Lanterman Act. Regional centers have deep concerns about 
some of the proposals in this bill.  

• For example, section seven, regarding regional centers’ 
board of directors, would reduce board members' terms at 
regional centers, would have the government (DDS) train the 
board members instead of regional centers, and would also 
enforce a five-year limit to service.   

o Lisa Kleinbub gave the report for Regional Center of the East Bay 
(RCEB): 
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 There is a new initiative where RCEB is recruiting a new level of 
case managers who don’t necessarily have the typical experience 
expected of a standard case manager. This results in a six-month 
associate case manager program. This program will have qualifying 
associates assisting with cases and learning the system, and 
provides an opportunity for them to expand their skills and 
experience, making them eligible to apply for case manager roles.  

 RCEB’s board has decided to move forward with a strategic plan to 
develop the board’s priorities and plan where the regional center’s 
resources will be devoted in the coming years.  

 A request for proposal (RFP) has been put out regarding language 
access and cultural competency, seeking to develop new 
relationships in underserved communities in Contra Costa and 
Alameda counties. 

• Developmental Disabilities (DD) Councils Report Highlights: 
o Vi Ibarra gave the report for the Contra Costa County Developmental 

Disabilities Council:  
 The Contra Costa and Alameda County Developmental Disabilities 

Councils held the Joint Awards Event on June 6th. There was a total 
of 13 awards presented.  

 Contra Costa Health was awarded a Developmental Disability 
Service Access and Equity (SAE) Grant to hire Specialty Health 
Ambassadors. These Ambassadors will work with the larger health 
ambassador team for Contra Costa County to provide outreach to 
the underserved communities, helping them connect with various 
resources (including regional center supports). The program is 
currently recruiting more part-time Specialty Health Ambassadors.  

8:10p Member Reports: RAC Members and Councilmembers reported on their 
regional and statewide advocacy work and priorities. Sheraden Nicholau began with 
recognizing retiring members Sascha Bittner, Francisco Garcia, and Regina Woodliff, 
and introduced the newest member Emily Witkin: 
Highlights include: 

• Sheraden Nicholau shared with attendees an overview of the work done by 
Sascha Bittner, Francisco Garcia, and Regina Woodliff during the six years they 
have served on this RAC and welcomed Sascha Bittner and Francisco Garcia 
opportunities to share their thoughts on their participation. 

o Several members of the RAC expressed their well wishes and thoughts. 
• Sascha Bittner: Working with the National Council on Disabilities, particularly on 

community-based services and with a focus on satisfaction within the self-
determination program.  
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• Jennifer Fung: Planning to do research on disabled people / Asian Americans 
with disabilities in the near future, with a focus on Marin County. 

• Francisco Garcia: Working with Spanish language family support groups and 
have received a couple of invitations from Sacramento, including one from the 
Mexico Consulate.  Collaboration Latina is holding an event in September that 
will be in Spanish, with English translation. Many of us are also preparing for 
Congreso Familiar in August 2023.  

• Elizabeth Grigsby: Recently was able to visit a day program called Opportunity. It 
was great seeing the participants in the program. They reported being happy 
because they returned to in-person meetings and program.  

• John Marble: Finishing a current semester teaching adults who are transitioning 
to work. Have been doing a series of speaking engagements including going up 
to Chico State University for their Neurodiversity Week to speak to faculty and 
students. The work they are doing around neurodivergent students is impressive 
and is a great model to look at. Invited to Washington D.C. to speak about 
neurodiversity at work, and spoke to about 18 agencies there.  

• Marla Silversmith: A passion is agency collaboration. Working with GGRC and 
getting families training and resources.  

• Emily Witkin: Working with kids with a variety of needs, so am interested in kids 
services in the regional center system, as well as the communities I come in 
contact with.  

• Florence Wong: Inviting everyone to come to the San Mateo County Disabilities 
Commission on July 27th from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM at Red Morton Park in 
Redwood City. The San Mateo Co Caregiver Abuse Registry Group gathered 
data from many different stakeholder groups. The group distributed a survey and 
the data we received showed an overwhelming amount of support for 
establishing a caregiver registry in California but also showed many didn’t know 
much about similar registries. 

 
8:48p Other Announcements:  

• Sara Desumala: Attended the People First Gathering this year in Sacramento. 
Many people could not afford to attend in person.  

• Sheraden Nicholau: The new RAC meeting time will be from 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM 
and the next meeting will be September 27, 2023. We can expect hybrid 
meetings going forward.  

 
8:54p Meeting Adjourned.  
 



Employment Legislative Update

Fall 2023

Bridget Kolakosky



UPDATE 
2023 SCDD POLICY PRIORITIES

▪ The Council voted to prioritize employment as a policy priority in the legislature

▪ There are a lot of employment efforts happening in our system, but our community 
is still under employed at a rate of less than 20%

▪ With the end of subminimum wages (SB 639, 2021), individuals are moving to 
competitive integrated employment – real jobs for real pay. 

▪ This means we need to do better at connecting individuals who want to work to 
the right jobs. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE2



Employment Priority #1
Limited Exam Appointment Process 

State Internship Program
(LEAP SIP)

▪ The State Internship Program (SIP) is intended to increase the number people with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities working in state jobs. 

▪ The program was temporary, and less people participated, not knowing how long it 

would last.

▪ SCDD worked with Department of Rehabilitation and the legislature to make an important 

employment focused, temporary state internship program permanent. We won! 

▪ We will work to increase the number of state internship and job opportunities in the coming 

years. 

▪ For more information about LEAP SIP visit this DOR website SIP - CA Department of 

Rehabilitation
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE3

https://www.dor.ca.gov/Home/SIP
https://www.dor.ca.gov/Home/SIP


Employment Priority #2
Create an Employment First Office

(1 of 2)

California is an Employment First state. This means:

▪ Assume that everyone with IDD wants to work and can work. 

▪ Supports should be provided to ensure success at work, regardless of disability.

An Employment First Office would work with all state employment programs to make 

sure that they are increasing the number of people with I/DD working in real jobs for 

real pay. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE4



Employment Priority #2
Create an Employment First Office

(2 of 2)

In this year’s state budget process, we successfully created an Employment First 
Office. We won! 

▪ Beginning July 2024, for the first time in history, California will have a 
dedicated team, the “Office of Employment First” who will work to increase the 
number of people with I/DD in the workforce.

▪ The goal: To make your job seeking efforts just as successful as anyone 
else’s, regardless of disability. 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
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Employment First Office 
Brief Explanation of Legislation

AB 121 (Developmental Disabilities Trailer Bill)

✓ Creates the Employment 1st Office in the California Health 
and Human Services Agency on 7/1/24

WIC 4868.5

✓Ends the existing Employment First Committee on 7/1/24
WIC 4868 (f)

✓Creates the new Employment First Committee  
WIC 4868.5 (e)(1) – (2)

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE6



So, What Does This all Mean? 

This year we made improving employment opportunities a priority and 

we won! 

✓There will be more opportunities to work in state jobs.

✓There will be a permanent state office dedicated to improving 
employment opportunities for all.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE7



Next Steps

▪ SCDD is working on supporting the creation and operations of the new 
Employment 1st Office.

▪ Ongoing meetings with Cal APSE, DRC, Regional Center representatives, 
employers, providers, and self and family advocates.  

▪ We are gathering recommendations, best practices and other stakeholder 
feedback and will share them with the CA Health and Human Services Agency 
(HHS). 

▪ We hope to engage in ongoing communication with HHS so your feedback is 
welcome on an ongoing basis leading up to July 1, 2024. 

If you have anything you would like to share relating to the creation of the 
Office or its associated committee, please email Bridget Kolakosky at 
bridget.Kolakosky@scdd.ca.gov.   

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE8

mailto:bridget.Kolakosky@scdd.ca.gov


Questions?
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Looking for work in California:
How regional center clients
navigate the system

a regional center
consumer brings up
employment to their
service coordinator 

the SC sends the
individual to DOR

because of the
requirement to exhaust

generic resources



either the RC or
the individuals

starts process to
open case at DOR

vendor conducts
intake

job development

job placement

90-day job
retention

DOR case is closed

DOR gives
assessments

DOR struggles to find
a good placement for

the individual

RC sends them to
day program for

employment
readiness

employment
readiness program

does not lead to
employment; person
stuck there for years

person does some
job development

and gains skills

turned away from
DOR due to

complexity of need

RC needs formal
denial from DOR to

take over
employment services

RC is responsible for
employment

supports

individual gets
referred to an agency

that does
employment services 

individual gets some
other type of non-
employment day

services

agency uses a
mixture of funding

and service codes in
the absence of a

clear path

employment services
received through RC

person has a hard
time getting formal

denial from DOR

person is stuck in
limbo without a clear

service code,
individual gets

referred to a vendor
who provides other

services

person does not get 
 employment

supports and just
ends up staying

home

the day program has
no path to connect
the individual to a

job

person is now ready
to be referred to

DOR

individual needs
additional support

past the 90 days, so
they are sent back to

RC

RC refers them to
supported

employment vendor
who continues to

support them







start
here

key: DDS DOR



Ron Usac and Angel Marshall
State Council on Developmental 
Disabilities
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Self-Determination

Service Coordination & Access 

Relationships & Community Inclusion 

Rights, Choices, & Decision-making 

Employment Status & Goals

Health, Welfare, & Safety













Mailing 
Out the 
Surveys

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC



Mailed to families with an adult family 
member living at the family home (at the 
same physical address as family 
members).

18 years and older



Mailed to families with an adult family 
member living OUTSIDE of the family 
home.
◦E.g. Someone living on their own or in a 
licensed facility or home. They might utilize 
services like Independent Living, Supported 
Living, or other services and supports.

18 years and older



Mailed to families with a child living in 
the family home (at the same physical 
address as family members).

 ‘Child’ is defined as someone 17 years 
and younger.





Voluntary

Not a TEST– Your experiences and 
thoughts matter.

Confidential

Your / your family member’s services do 
not change; your regional center will not 
know if you completed the survey







National Core Indicators (NCI) - https://www.nationalcoreindicators.org/

Human Services Research Institute (HSRI) - https://www.hsri.org/about

Dept. of Developmental Services (DDS) NCI Reports -
https://www.dds.ca.gov/rc/nci/

State Council on Developmental Disabilities’ Quality Assurance Project -
https://scdd.ca.gov/qap/

https://www.nationalcoreindicators.org/
https://www.hsri.org/about
https://www.dds.ca.gov/rc/nci/
https://scdd.ca.gov/qap/


Ron Usac Angel Marshall

ron.usac@scdd.ca.gov angel.wiley@scdd.ca.gov

mailto:ron.usac@scdd.ca.gov
mailto:angel.wiley@scdd.ca.gov


LET YOUR VOICE
BE HEARD
OCT 2023 – JUN 2024
NATIONAL CORE INDICATORS
(NCI) FAMILY SURVEYS
Don't forget to participate!

Surveys evaluate the services
and supports you and your
family member receive through
your regional center and service
providers. 

 Surveys address topics like:
Rights
Choices
Service Planning
Community Inclusion

Health & Safety
Other Important Topics

WHAT?

You will receive one of
three NCI surveys based
on whether your family
member with I/DD is:
a child living in the
family home
an adult living in the
family home
an adult living outside
of the family home

WHY?
Let your regional center
and the Department of
Developmental Services
(DDS) know what you

think about your
services.

Participating helps your
regional center and DDS
understand how services
and supports impact you,

your family, and loved
ones.

HOW?

Surveys are mailed
directly to you from the

State Council on
Developmental

Disabilities (SCDD). 

Fill out the survey on
paper and mail it in

(postage is already paid)

OR

Use the code in your
letter to fill out the

survey online.

Q u e s t i o n s ?  E m a i l  
Q A P r o j e c t @ S C D D . c a . g o v  o r  N C I H e l p @ d d s . c a . g o v



 

“The Council advocates, promotes & implements policies and practices that achieve self-determination, independence, 
productivity & inclusion in all aspects of community life for Californians with developmental disabilities and their families." 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Gavin Newsom, Governor 

 ● website ●    www.scdd.ca.gov        ● email ●    bayarea@scdd.ca.gov           1515 Clay Street, Suite 803 
Oakland, CA 94612  
(510) 286-0439 

                              

            

State Council on Developmental Disabilities 

To:   Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) Members & Interested Parties 
From:  State Council on Developmental Disabilities’ Bay Area Regional Office 
Date:  August 31, 2023 
 
Re:   Projected 2023-2024 Schedule of State Council Bay Area Regional 

Advisory Committee (RAC) Meetings  
 
Members of the public are welcomed and encouraged to participate in these Bay Area 
Regional Advisory Committee (RAC) meetings. Accessible formats of all agenda and 
materials can be found at least 10 days prior to the meeting at: www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/.  
 
Pursuant to Government Code Sections 11123.1 and 11125(f), individuals with disabilities 
who require accessible alternative formats of the agenda and related meeting materials 
and/or auxiliary aids/services to participate in this meeting should email us at 
bayarea@scdd.ca.gov or call us at 510.286.0439, a least five (5) business days before the 
meeting.  
 

All committee meetings are open to the public. 
 
For all meetings: Networking from 5:15 PM to 5:30 PM, RAC Meeting from 5:30 PM to 
8:00 PM. 
 
 
September 27, 2023  Ed Roberts Campus: 3075 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA 94703 

Main Floor, Osher Foundation Education Center 
 

November 29, 2023  Location TBD 
 

February 28, 2024  Location TBD 
 

April 24, 2024  Location TBD 
 

June 26, 2024   Location TBD 
 
 

No meetings in July or August 2024 
 
 
 

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/


 

“The Council advocates, promotes & implements policies and practices that achieve self-determination, independence, 
productivity & inclusion in all aspects of community life for Californians with developmental disabilities and their families." 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
Gavin Newsom, Governor 

 ● website ●    www.scdd.ca.gov        ● email ●    bayarea@scdd.ca.gov           1515 Clay Street, Suite 803 
Oakland, CA 94612  
(510) 286-0439 

                              

            

State Council on Developmental Disabilities 

Para:   Miembros del Comité Asesor Regional (RAC) y partes interesadas 
De:  Oficina Regional del Área de la Bahía del Concilio Estatal de Discapacidades del 

Desarrollo 
Fecha: 31 de agosto de 2023 
 
Re:   Calendario proyectado para 2023-2024 de las reuniones del Comité Asesor Regional 

del Área de la Bahía  
 
Los miembros del público son bienvenidos y alentados a participar en estas reuniones del Comité 
Asesor Regional del Área de la Bahía (RAC). Los formatos accesibles de todos los programas y 
materiales se pueden encontrar al menos 10 días antes de la reunión en: 
www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/. 
 
En cumplimiento de las secciones 11123.1 y 11125(f) del Código de Gobierno, las personas con 
discapacidades que requieran formatos alternativos accesibles de la agenda y materiales 
relacionados de la reunión y / o ayudas / servicios auxiliares para participar en esta reunión deben 
comunicarse al 510-286-0439 o bayarea@scdd.ca.gov al menos cinco (5) días hábiles antes de la 
reunión. 
 

Todas las reuniones del comité están abiertas al público.  
 

Para todas las reuniones: Oportunidad de red 5:15 pm a 5:30 pm y las reuniones del RAC son 
de 5:30 pm a 8:00 pm. 

 
27 de septiembre de 2023 Campus Ed Roberts: 3075 Adeline Street, Berkeley, CA 94703 

Planta Principal, Centro de Educación de la Fundación Osher 
 
29 de noviembre de 2023  Ubicación por determinar 

 
28 de febrero de 2024  Ubicación por determinar 

 
24 de abril de 2024   Ubicación por determinar 

 
26 de junio de 2024  Ubicación por determinar  

 
  No hay reuniones en julio y agosto de 2024 
 
Revisado: 8/31/2023 

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/bayarea/
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